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Mr .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1958«  The  introduction  which  follows  draws  attention  tb 
certain  matters  of  interest  in  the  field  of  public  health 
during  the  year  under  review. 


LOCAL  HEALTH 

The  health  of  the  District  ^remained  generally  satisfactoiy , 
The  estimated  population  declined  from  18,000  in  1957  to 
17»970  in  1958*  The  corrected  birth  rate  (l6.6)  was  much  the 
same  as  that  of  England  and  ¥/ales  (16,4)  while  the  corrected 
death  rate  (l0,9)  compared  favourably  with  the  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  (ll,7).  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  remarkably  low,  i.e.  7*7  compared  with  22,5  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  Communicable  diseases  showed 
a lov/er  total  than  in  previous  years  and  did  not  present 
any  unusual  features. 


POLIOI'TYELIT  IS  VACC  DIAT  ION 

The  main  task  of  the  health  department  throughout .1958 
was  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination. 
The  position  was  not  helped  by  the  uncertainty  and  irregularity 
of  supplies  - particularly  supplies  of  British  vaccine. 


Extensions  of  the  age  groups  eligible  for  vaccination  and  the 
offer  of  choice  between  American  and  British  biands  added  to 
administrative  difficulties. 

Since  *the  introduction  of  the  vaccination  campaign 
approximately  of  children  in  Area  5 eligible  for 
vaccination  have  accepted  the  offer;  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  this  figure  is  a good  deal  higher  than  the 
natLccftl  acceptance  rate.  In  1958  the  total  number  of 
vaccine  injections  given  was  approximately  11,550*  Welcome 
help  from  general  practitioners  eased  the  burden  of  the 
work. 


The  yearly  average  nxmiber  of  cases  notified  in  Norfolk 
during  the  post-war  years  is  59*  In  1958  only  seven  cases 
were  notified.  There  were  2,595  cases  notified  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1958  compared  with  5»477  in  1957  s-nd  5)919  in 
1956, 


Some  time  must  elapse,  however,  before  the  value  of  the 
recently  introduced  vaccination  campaign  can  be  properly 
assessed.  Meanwhile  we  gain  confidence  from  interim  reports 
on  the  efficiency  of  vaccines.  In  July  1957  the  Medical 
Research  Council  reporting  on  the  "Assessment  of  British 
Vaccine  against  Poliomyelitis",  showed  that  the  attack  rate 
of  paralytic  poliomj/elitis  in  children  aged  6-9  years  after 
two  doses  of  British  poliomyelitis  vaccine  to  be  1,5  pen 
100,000;  the  attack  rate  in  the  unvaccinated  controls  in  the 
same  age  group  was  8.2  per  IX, 000.  The  apparent  protection 
against  the  paralytic  form  of  the  disease  is,  therefore,  about 
80/O  The  same  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  in  the 
18  months  to  5 years  age  group. 

The  possibility  of  using  a live  (but  harmless)  vaccine, 
given  %•  mouth,  is  receiving  much  scientific  attention  at  the 
present  time  under  the  guidance  of  the  World  Health  Organisation. 
On  the  continent  and  in  Singapore  vaccination  campaigns,  with 
the  use  of  a live  vaccine,  have  already  been  instituted. 

The  initial  response  of  the  15  to  25  age  group  to  the 
offer  of  vaccination  was  disappointing.  This  is  not 
altogether  surprising  for  teenagers,  in  particular,  have 
grown  to  expect  their  parents  to  make  all  the  dull  decisions 
about  what  is  good  for  health;  neither  can  it  be  claimed 
that  the  shine  in  the  eyes  of  the  adolescent  arises  from  a 
sense  of  social  or  personal  responsibility.  However,  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  Report,  the  tragic  death  from 
poliomyelitis  of  a star  footballer  has  stimulated  the 
movement  of  young  adults  into  poliomyelitis  queues;  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  emotional  response  will  not  spend 
itself  like  a passing  fashion. 


millOTH  X-RAY  SURVEYS 

In  1956  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  announced 
a national  tv/o-year  campaign  against  tuberculosis,  to  be 
initiated  by  a mass  X-ray  drive  in  Glasgow,  The  result 
of  this  highly-organised  campaigTi  showed  "an  imparalleled 
public  response  and  an  unprecedented  rate  of  sustained 
effort  by  the  units  concerned".  78fo  of  the  female  and 
74%  of  the  male  adult  population  of  Glasgow  were  X-reyed. 

In  a five  week  period  approximately  715)000  persons  were 
X-rayed  by  57  units.  The  follov;ing  results  were  obtained: 
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2,842  (4  per  1,000)  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  detected. 

5j579  (7*5  per  1,000)  cases  needed  supervision. 

13,863  persons  showed  "abnormal"  X-ray  results. 

347  cases  of  lung  cancer  were  detected,  the  rate  being  four 
times  greater  in  men  than  in  women. 


The  cost  of  the  X-ray  campaign  was  over  £114 >000  this 
is  equivalent  to  three  and  twopence  per  person  examined,  or 
£44  per  new  active  case  of  tuboerculosis  found, 

A similar  campaign  has  been  co.rried  out  in  Edinhurgh  and 
another  has  just  been  completed  in  Liverpool  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  Report. 


LIE^G  CAilGER 
and 

DOCTORS  SMOKING  HABITS 

According  to  the  Medical  Times  (U.S.A.)  40/'^  of  all 

general  practitioners  have  changed  their  smoking  habits 
during  the  period  1952  to  1956:  17%  stopped  smoking; 

3%  switched  from  cigarettes  to  ci^rs  or  pipe;  14%  smoked 
fewer  cigarettes  per  day;  and  10%  smoked  more  cigarettes 
per  day.  The  remainder  5^%  continued  to  smoke  the  same 
number ,,^qf  cigarettes  per  da3r  as  they  did  in  1952,  These 
facts  were  reported  by  general  practitioners  in  response  to 
a survey  on  doctors'  smoking  habits  conducted  by  the  Medical 
Times  (U.S.A,),  Also  rovqal.ed  T/as  the  fact  that  the  total 
cigarette  consumption  of  general  practitioners  in  the  survey 
declined.  20%  bet?;een  the  years  1952  and  1957* 


FLUORIDATION  OR  DRUTCDIG  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  World  Health  Organisation  Expert  Committee ■ on  Water 
Fluoridat.ion  published  a Report  in  1958,  In  the  conclusion 
of  the  Report  the  Committee  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
rosults  of  the  extensive  and  thorough  enquiry  into  the  question 
of  water  fluoridation  "proved  beyond  doubt  the  safety  of 
cont.rolled  fluoridation  as  a public  health  measure"  (Chronicle 
of  tHe  World  Health  Organization,  Juno  1958)* 

With  regard  to  the  pilot  fluoridation  schemes  in  operation 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  stated  that 
the  earliest  date  at  which  the  results  of  fluoridation  can  be 
assessed  is  five  or  six  years  after  the  water  treatment  began. 
According  to  a communication  received  from  the  Ministry,’’ ,.  it 
is  not  anticipated  that  the  Ministr^^  of  Health  shsEl  have 
anything  to  report  before  I96I  at  the  earliest. 


EROBLEiri  FAMILIES 


Every  year  a number  of  children  leave  school  with 
reputations  for  moral  and  emotional  imr.iaturity  and  poor  intellects 
some  of  these  children  may  be  placed  under  statutory'’  supervision 
particularly  where  the  home  environment  is  unsatisfactory. 

The  outlook  for  all  of  then  is  uncertain  and  often  grim; 
whore  a girl  is  concerned  one  positive  achievement  is  almost 
certain  - early  marriage  with  successful  and  continuous 
child-bearing.  Lacking  powers  of  discrininiation  she  may 
be  depended  upon  to  choose  a marriage  partner  who  provides  a 


a "bad  social  and  financial  risk,  . . . 

The  stage  is  now  nicely  set  for  another  problem  family 
drama  and  very  soon  unpleasant  situations  develop  watched  by' 
a helpless  audience.  Little  or  nothing  can  be  done  for  these 
young  people  at  the  beginning  of  their  married  lives,  except 
for  local  authority  supervision  in  certain  extx'eme  cases. 

It  does  not  take  long  for  the  mother  to  have  as  many 
children  as  she  can  manage  but  the  babies  still  continue  to 
arrive  and  with  the  Mrth  of  each  her  health  deterioiXLtes  and 
her  will  to  cope  steadily  weakens. 

There  are  those  who  imagine  tliat  problem  family  parents 
will  be  agreeably  surprised  and  co-operative  \7hen  advised  on 
family  planning,  .However,  those  who  have  experience  with, 
problem  parents  find  that  all  such  information  is  usually 
received  with  indignation  or  complete  indifference.  After 
all  it  is  this  indifference  on  the  part  of  unsatisfactory 
parents  v/hich  is  the  essence  of  the  problem  and,  in  the  worst 
cases,  results  in  child  neglect  (physical  and  emotional)  or 
child  cruelty. 

Ho\7  comes  the  time-  when  members  of  a battery  of  social 
workers  knock  on  the  door.  They  knock  more  than  once  or 
Icnock  in  vain.  V/hispers  may  bo  heard  on  the  other  side  of 
the  door  ("Be  careful  - it  may  bo  the  police").  Refusing  to 
be  discouraged,  health  visitors  ?/ork  grimly  on,  housing 
mans.gers  suppress  their  indignation,  welfare  officers  tackle 
the  husband,  child  care  officers  come  and  go,  voluntS/i^'- 
agencies  dutifully  hand  out  bedding  and  clothing,  while 
school  teachers  brood  over  the  mental  and  social  deficiencies 
of  the  seedlings  of  future  p) rob lem  families  committed  to 
their  care. 


The  public  conscience  Is  disturbed  and  perplexed  by 
these  realities;  the  glib  answer  that  it  is  all  caused  by 
bad  economic  conditions  is  no  longer  accepted.  It  is  not 
surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  in  recent  years  nimaerous 
methods  have  boon  devised  to  grapple  with  the  challenge  of 
unsatisfactory  families.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  to  bring 
about  co-ordination  of  responsibility  particularly  for  the 
welfare  of  the  children.  Official  guidance  has  been  given 
by  the  Ministries  concerned  by  means  of  a joint  circular 
advising  the  designation  of  an  officer  in  each  local  authority 
area  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  all  interested  officials  and 
agencies  and  call  regular  discussion  meetings.  The 
interests  of  problem  families  are  best  served  by  allocating 
responsibility  for  supervision  to  one  officer  of  the  County  Council 
(or  'voluntai;^'-  Organisation)  who  seems,  in  all  the  circumstances, 
the  most  appropriate  person  to  help  the  family;  it  is  thus 
possible  to  avoid  the'  confusion  which  arises  from  multiple 
visits  by  many  officials 

In  ITorfolk  the  County  Childrens'  Officer  has  been 
appointed  Co-ordinating  Officer  and  takes  the  chair  at  Problem 
Ib-milies  Conferences.  Case  conferences,  instituted  in  1957 > 
are  held  twice  yearly  in  Area  5»  these  meetings  all 

difficulties  associated  with  local  problem  families  are 
discussed  and  decisions  made  regarding  action  to  bo  taken  in 
each  case.  The  composition  of  the  departments  and  agencies 
represented  at  these  conferences  is  worth  recording: 


Children's  Department, 


Representatives  from 
District  Councils, 


Puhlic  Health  Department, 
(A,C.M.0,,  Tfelfare  Officers, 
Health  Visitors,  Home  Help 
Organiser) 


Horr^ich  Diocessan 
Council  for  Moral  Welfare 


IT.S.P.C.C. 


Education  Department 


Rational  Assistance  Board. 


Social  Services  Department 


Prohation  Services 


Adequate  housing  is  a YeT\r  important  factor  if  there  is 
to  he  any  hope  of  improving  the  morale  of  problem  families; 
■without  it  there  is  little  hope.  District  Councils  can  give 
practical  help  by  careful  consideration  of  the  housing  needs 
of  problem  families.  There  are  of  course  rightful  objections 
to  providing  some  problem  families  with  housing  on  a Council's 
estate;'  in  such  cases  housing  in  room37  sub-standard 
reconditioned  property  is  the  best  solution  ■un.til  such  time 
as  these  families  have  improved  sufficiently  to  qualifj^  for  a 
Council  house.  It  is  a question  of  dispassionate 
consideration  of  each  case  on  its  merits  with  a bias  tox78.rds 
leniencj^  and  tolerance. 


II  STARE 


Mr.P.C  .Y/eeks , M.R.S.I,,  A.M.I.S.E.,  continued  duty  as 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  your  Council  throughout  the  year; 
Mr, H, Brooks,  M.A.P.S.I,,  continued  to  occupy  the.  post  of 
Additional  Public  Hes.lth  Inspector. 

Clerical  assistance  for  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Clerk  and  Staff  at 
the  Loco-1  Health  Office,  Norwich, 


III  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Population 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of 
Depwade  Rural  District  at  17,970?  compared  with  18,000  in 

1957. 

(b)  Births 

There  w'ei^-  2'60  live  births  recorded  during  the  37ears 
128  boys  and  152  'girls.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  14 » 5 
1,000  of  the  resident  population  compared  with  12,7  in  1957* 

(c)  Deaths ' 

The  n'umber  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  248  compared 
with  206  in  1957?  ihe  crude  death  re.te  was,  therefore, 

15*8  compared  with  11,4  in  1957*  The  greater  number  of 
deaths  in  1958  compared  with  1957  I'i^ns  an  all  round  increase. 
The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  ago  group 
70-80  (8l);  there  were  JO  deaths  in  the  age  group  80  to  90 
and  15  deaths  between  the  ages  of  90  nnd  100, 
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(,d)  C ompara'bilit.v  j'actor 


The  comparability  factor  mk'GS  an  approximate  allowance 
for  the  way  in  which  the  eex  and  ago  distribution  of  the' 
local  population  differs  from  that  of  England  and  Y/ales  as  a 
whole.  Allowing  for  this  factor  the  a.d justed  birth  rate  for 
bepwade  District  thus  becomes  l6.6  compared  v/ith  I6.4  for 
England  and  V/'ales  and  the  death  rate  10.9  compared  with 
11,7  for  England  and  Wales, 

(c)  Infant  Mortality 

There  were  only  t\70  infant  deaths  compared  with  5 in 
1957  nnd  8 in  1956.  Both  deaths  were  caused  by  congenital 
malformations  v/hich  were  inc omps^t ibl e \7ith  life.  The  infant 
death  ro-to  (deaths  under  . one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births) 
was  therefore  7*7  compared  with  22.5  for  England  and  i/7ales. 

The  infant  death  rate  for  England  and  \Yales  constitutes  a 
new  low  record  (making  the  m.uch-  lower  Bepwade  rate  all  the 
more  remarkable).  However,  there  are  certain  countries  with 
rates  lov/or  than  those  of  England  and  Wales,  i.e,  Australia, 
Hew  Zealand,  Hetherlands  and  Sweden. 


IV  COMidUHICABLE  BISEkSES 


(a)  One  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
were  notified  by  general  practitioners  during  1953 > fhe 
lowest  figure  recorded  for  many  years.  Fifty-nine  of  these 
notifications  v/ere  measles  and  sixteen  whooping  cough. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  fifteen,  food  poisoning  tv;elve  and 
dysentery  seven.  ’ 

(b)  Y/ho oping  Cough  . ' ' 

notifications  in  BepiTado  district  were  much  lower  than 
in  previous  years.  In  England. and  Yfales  there  lias  been  a 
sharp  fall  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  since  the  Autumn 
of  1957;  this  may  be  the  consequence  of  building  up  a large 
population  of  immunised  children.  The  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  Committee  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  has 
issued  a final  report  recently  with  a conclusion  containing 
these  \/ords ; "The  results  of  the  trials  clearly  showed  that' 
it  was  possible  by  vaccination  to  produce  a high  degree  of 
protection  against  the  disease". 

Earlj"-  iiffiiunisation  of  babies  is  essential  for  the  reason 
that  three-quarters  of  the  deaths  ascribed  to  whooping  cough 
occur  in  babies  under  one  year  of  ago. 

(c)  Diphtheria 

It  is  many  years  now  since  a case  of  diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  District.  Hevortheless  the  need  to  maintain  a high 
level  of  immunity  by  inoculation  remains  because  the  disease,, 
which  at  one  time  claimed  thousands  of  deaths  annually  in  this 
country,  has  not  been  completely  stamped  out  but  continues  to 
show  occasional  flickers  of  life?  thus  in  October  1958  small 
outbreaks  occurred  in  Essex  and  London.  In  Essex  the  outbreak 
began  in  an  infants  school  and  caused  the  death  of  one  child. 

In  Area  5 ^ reasonably  high  level  of  immunisation  is 
maintained.  During  the  year  431  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  (283  under  one  year)  were  immunised  and  416  booster 
doses  were  given  to  school  children.  The  number  of  births  during 
the  year  v^as  599*  Compared  with  recent  years  some  reduction 
in  the  work  of  immunising  school  children  was  inevitable  in 
the  face  of  the  large  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  T;hich 
had  to  be  urgently  carried  out. 
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(d)  Food  Poisoning 


Twelve  cases  of  infection  with  food  poisoning  organisms 
were  notified.  All  T^-ere  caused  by  Salmonella  typhimurium  - 
the  common  food  poisoning  organism. 

Investigation  and  search  for  carriers  failed  to  show  a 
common  source  of  infection.  One  case  occurred  in  a bakery 
employee:  however,  search  for  further  cases  or  carriers  on 
the  premises  and  bacteriological  examination  of  trade 
foodstuffs  gave  negative  results  while  there  was  strong 
evidence  that  the  infection  came  from  the  patient ' s ' home. 

(e)  Poliomyelitis  ■ 


No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Sta^tistical  details  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during 
1958  S'i'e  shown  in  Table  21  of  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 

(f)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

205  children  in  the  age  group  O-4  years  in  Depwade 
District  were  given  primary  vaccinations;  most  of  these  vtrere 
infants  in  the  first  year  of  life.  This  is  a fairly 
satisfactory  standard  considering  the  fact  that  there  were 
260  births  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  national  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
continues.  In  England  and  Wales  deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  during  1958  were  69o  less  than  the  previous  year. 

In  Depwade  Diotriot- the  average  yearly  notifications  of 
new  'cases  of  tuberculosis  from  1954  "to  1957  was  18,  In  1958 
there  v/ere  only  8 new  notifications. 

The  IToir^ich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a chest 
X-ray  survey  at  Harleston;  the  nmaber  of  attendances  was 
very  satisfactory.  Although  a number  of  abnormal  chest 
conditions  were  detected  no  active  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  v^ere  observed. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school-leavers  at  Redenhall 
Secondary  Modem  School  was  again  carried  out  in  1958, 
and  this  work  was  extended  to  cover  school-leavers  at 
Long  Stratton. 


CANCER 


The  number  of  cancer  deaths  in  Depv/ade  District  was 
higher  than  in  recent  years.  Total  deaths  from  all  causes 
numbered  248  and  total  cancer  deaths  45,  i.e,  I7.5T;  of  total 
deaths,  compared  with  a percentage  of  10,6  in  1957  and 

16.4  in  1956. 

The  yearly  average  number  of  lung  cancer  deaths  from 
1951  to  1957  was  five.  In  1958  the  number  rose  to  ten, 
;nine  male  and  one  fema].e.  Two  of  these  deaths  indicate 
that  the  lung  cancer  T/as  secondary  to  a primaiy  cancer 
elsewhere  in  the  body.  The  age  at  death  of  all  these 
cases  ranged  from  56  yoars  to  80  years;  the  occupations 
were  very  varied  and  the  deaths  widely  scattered  throughout 
the  rural  district. 
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Deaths  from  lung  cancer  again  increased  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1958 • There  v;ere  approximately  20,000  deaths. 

So  far  the  lato  of  increase  is  fairly  steady  at  approximately 
1,000  additional  deaths  per  annum  for  a nuiiiher  of  years  past. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  1957  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  v/rites  as  follows  on  the  subject  of 
lung  cancers 

"The  epidemiological  studios  which  have  been  made 
in  this  count ly  and  in  the  United  States  of  America 
have  shown  that  excessive  cigarette  smoking  is  an 
important  factor  in  its  causation.  But  there  is 
possibly  something  clso  v;orking  as  a carcinogen 
upon  the  tissues  of  the  respiratoiy  tract  either 
on  its  ov;n  account  or  in  association  v/ith  the  smoking 
habit.  The  identity  of  such  a factor  has  not  yet 
been  established,  neither  do  we  Irnow  whether  there 
is  only  one  or  whether  there  are  several  involved" . 


V  HQUSDTG 

Restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  in  1958  continued  to 
have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  Council  building  schemes.  IThen 
tho  occasion  arises  for  discussion  on  future  policy  regarding 
the  building'  of  additional  Coimcil  dwellings  it  is  to  bo  hoped 
that  whatever  limitations  ray  be  necessary  the  question  of  the 
provision  of  grouped  dv/ollings  for  the  elderly  (with  warden's 
house)  will  bo  given  full  consideration.  The  social  needs  of 
our  ever-increasing  elderly  age  group  is  a matter  for  constant 
review  with  housing  heading  the  list. 


VI  WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  is  nov7  a comprehensive  T/ater  supply  scheme  for  the 
whole  district  - as  comprehensive 'as  it  is  practicable  to  make 
it.  Little -more  can  be  done  beyond  a few  minor  extensions. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  your  C ouncil ' s 
water  supply  continued  to  give  satisfactory  results  throiighout 
the  year. 


VII  SElfAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  1958  the  Karleston  Sev/age  disposal  works  were 
enlarged  to  double  the  previous  capacity;  Scolo  sewage  v;orks 
were  completed;  Earsham  and  Alburgh  (part)  schemes  were 
initiated,  and  outline  proposals  for  Pulham  I'larket,  Pulliam  St.l/Iary 
and  Brockdish  were  prepared.  Coimcil  housing  estates  at 
Gissing  and  Tivetshall  St.l'Iaiy  ¥/oro  provided  with  modem 
sanitation  and  similar  scheiaes  prepared  for  other  Council 
housing  sites  in  the  District. 

VIII  In  conclusion  I wish  to  tliank  the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  continued  support  and  encouragement  and  for  the  efficient 
help  given  me  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Council  staff, 
and  by  the  Clerical  staff  at  the  Health  Office,  Horv;ich. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  servant 


B. 


DEB^DE  RUxi/vL  EISTRICT^ 


Tatle  1.  GBI>TEBAL  STATISTICS 


Aroa  (in  acres)  79 >742 
Estimated  Resident  Population  17>970 
Rateable  Value  £93,854 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £375 


Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Hales 

Females 

Total 

122 

6 

125 

7 

247 

13 

Totals 

128  j 132  j 260 

Live  Birth  Rate  ijor  1,000  of  estimated 

Resident  Population  = 14*5 


Table  3 . STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

n 

Females 

Total 

2 

■ 

2 

Totals 

2 

— ^ 

- 

2 

. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births s J ,6 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Live  1 

stui  ■ 

L.iales 

Females 

Total 

128 

2 

132 

260 

2 

Totals 

150 

132 

262 

Table  5.  DTEAHT  HEATHS 


(a)  Infant  Z.Iortality  (Leo.ths  of  Infants  under  1 year) 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

■ 

2 

Totals 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  live  births s 


Total 

Legitimate  = 
Illegitimate  = 


7.7 

8,1  (per  1,000  legitimate  births) 
0,0  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births) 
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("b)  Neo  Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four  weeks) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

ITeo  ITatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  = 5»7 


Table  6,  ILLEGITUvIATE  BIRTHS 

Males,  65  Females,  7?  Total,  15  = 5/'^  of  Total  Live  Births, 

Table  7»  MTERBAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion) 

- NIL  - 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

= 0.0 


Table  8.  DEA.THS  (All  ages) 


Males 

Female  s 

Total 

150 

118 

248 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

Resident  Population  = 15.8 

Table  CAUSE  OF  .DEATH  OF  BTFAI'ITS  UNDER  Olffi  YEAR  - Depp/ade  R.D. 


Cause 

I'lale 

Female 

Total 

C ongenital 

malformations 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 

2 

2 

Table  10,  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURIUG  THE  YEAR  1988 

(According  to  Age  Groups)  . . . 


Depwade  R.D. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

1 year 

- 

2 

2 

1 and 

\inder  5 

2 

2 

4 

5 • " 

" 10 

- 

1 

1 

10  " 

" 20 

1 

2 

5 

20  " 

" 30 

2 

- 

2 

50  " 

" 40 

5 

- 

5 

40  " 

" 50 

2 

2 

4 

50  " 

" 60 

16 

7 

25 

60  " 

" 70 

25 

17 

42 

70  " 

" 80 

45 

58 

81 

80  " 

" 90 

52 

58 

70 

90  " 

" 100 

4 

9 

15 

100  and 

over 

•• 

' 

Total 

150 

118 



1 

1 

i 

! ® 

CM 
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TalDle  11.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Re/?istrar-General)  - Depwade  R.I) 


-! 

Cause  j Male 

Female  1 

Total  ! 

' ' r 

» 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory^.  , , j 2 

_ 

2 1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

1 

1 

2 

5,  Syphilitic  disease. 

- 

1 

1 

4*  Diphtheria, 

- 

- 

! 

5.  l,Ihooping  Cough. 

- 

“ 

1 

6.  Meningococcal  infections. 

- 

- 

! 

a 

7*  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

j 

8,  Measles, 

- 

- 

1 

9»  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

2 

- 

2 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

3 

- 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

9 

1 

10 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm.,  breast. 

. 

6 

6 

15,  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

1 

1 

14,  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

15 

8 

23 

15,  Leukemia,  Aleukemia, 

5 

1 

4 

16,  Diabetes, 

2 • 

5 

5 

17,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

8 

22 

30 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

18 

15 

31 

19#  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

5 

2 

5 

j 20,  Other  heart  diseases. 

21 

25 

46 

21,  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

6 

3 

9 

22,  Influenza. 

- 

“* 

i 

25.  Pneumonia. 

7 

5 

10 

24.  Bronchitis, 

1 

5 

4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

- 

2 

1 2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

2 

1 

! 3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

- 

1 1 

28,  Hephritis  and  nephrosis. 

2 

1 

! 3 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

6 

1 6 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

” 

** 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

1 

3 

4 

1 32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

10 

12 

1 22  s 

35*  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

1 

1 2 1 

i 34*  -^11  other  accidents. 

5 

5 

j 35*  Suicide, 

1 

1 . 1 

] 2 1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

1 - ! 

Totals 

130 

' 118  1 248  j 

Table  12.  SIlffilARY  OF  BIRTH  AW  DEATH  RiiTES 


, 

1951 

1952 

19531  1954 

1955  i 

1956 

1957 

1958  i 

..  . t 

Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

(287) 

(295) 

(260)| 

(273) 

(263) 

(263) 

(229) 

(260) 

Depwade  R.D. 

15.8 

16.3 

14.41 

15.0 

14.4 

'14.6 

12.7 

14  .,5 

Area  5' 

15.4 

15.6 

14.3! 

13.4 

14.3 

14.2 

13.3 

14.9 

England  and  Y/ales 

; (Provisional) 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5. 

15,2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 

total  births) 

■ / 

- - - 

(5) 

(12) 

C5)  ' 

(10) 

(8) 

(5) 

(4) 

(2) 

Depwade  R.D , ■ 

17.4 

39.0 

18.8; 

35.3 

29.5 

18.6 

17.2 

7.6 

Area  5» 

26.8 

28.0 

17.1' 

26,0 

20.8 

23.7 

22,0 

9.9 

England  and  TiTales 

■ • 

' 

: 

(Provisional) 

22.6 

22.4 

24.0 

23.1 

23.0 

22.4 

21.6 1 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1,000  pop) 

(256) 

(231) 

1(200) 

(235) 

(245) 

(226) 

(206) 

1(248)  i 

Depv/ade  R.D, 

14.1 

12.8 

1 11.0 

12.9 

13.4 

12.5 

11,4 

13.8  j 

Area  5 

14.0 

12.6 

1 10,9 

11.6 

11.8 

11.4 

11.1 

12.1 

England  and  Wales 

! 

1 

(Provisional) 

12.5 

11.3 

I 11.4 

11.3 

11.7- 

11.7 

11.5 

11.7  1 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000 

live  births) 

1 

— ^ ^ — 

r 

j 

(6) 

(13) 

(8) 

(2) 

(7) 

(8) 

(3) 

(2) 

Depv/ade  R.D, 

20.9 

44.0 

1 30.7 

7.3 

25.2 

30.4 

1 13.1 

Area  5 

27.5 

28,8 

|34.8 

7.1 

19.0 

; 20.8 

j 15.0 

1 8.3 

England  and  Wales 

1 

1 * 

' (Provisional) 

29.6 

27.0 

i 26.8 

25,5 

24.9 

CNJ 



! 23.0 

22.5  1 

HOTEs  1,  Figures  in  brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depuade  R.D, 

2.  Area  5 comprises  Depuade  &:  Loddon  R.Ds.  and  Diss  & Wymondham  U.Ds. 
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Table  1%  ITQTIFICATIOIT  OF  UTllCTIOUS  DISEkSES  ( EXCLIIDIITG  TIBSBGULOSIS) 
■ (ACCOBI3ITTG  TO  AGlI  GROUPS)  - Sopv/ade  B..T). 


Under 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

Over 

Total 

1 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

25 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

, 4 '• 

Measles 

- 

27 

29 

2 

1 

59 

V/ho  oping  C ough 

- 

6 

10 

- 

- 

16 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

- 

t — 1 

15 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

vi  - 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

56 

49 

6 

22 

115 

Table  I4.  IHCIPmCE  Qi^  PTMjjCTIOUS  'niSlASES  ( E}[C LbblNG  TUBERCULOSIS) 

Depwade  R..D. 


Quarters 

Total 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

4 

Measles 

42 

14 

1 

2 

59 

^Vho oping  Cough 

2 

4 

10 

- 

16 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

3 

1 

15 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

5' 

- 

2 

-T 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

4 

4 

4 

12 

Puerperal  I^rexia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

55 

50 

23 

7 

115 

Table  I5.  D'CIDEI^TCE  OF  INESCTIOUS  DISEASES  (ECCLbDBTQ  TUBERCULOSIS)  DIIRIITG 
LAST  FIVE  YE/iRS  - I)ep?;ade  R.D. 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ... 

16 

4 

16 

3 

4 

Measles  ...  • * • • • • 

535 

29 

158 

255 

59 

V7hO'oping  C ough  ' . . . ‘ ...  ... 

73 

91 

53 

64 

16 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

25 

13 

13 

11 

15 

Infective  Jaundice  ...  ... 

12 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  ...  . • ... 

9 

2 

5 

- 

1 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  ...  ... 

7 

9 

- 

6 

7 

Pood  Poisoning  ...  ...  ... 

1 

5 

- 

4 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ... 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Weils  Disease  ...  ...  •*. 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (lion-paralytic)  ... 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Uoonatorum 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

Malaria  (Contracted  abroad) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  (post  infectious) 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

684 

167 

249 

347 

115 
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Table  16.  TUBERCULOSIS  (DETAILS  Og  M CASES  DURING  1957)  - Dewade  R.D. 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Hon-Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

F 

0-4 

-i 

- 

- 

- 

5-14 

- 

_ ■■ 

1 

- 

15-22 

- 

- 

- 

23-34 

- 

“ 

“ 

- 

' 35-44 

- 

“ 

- 

45-54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-64 

- 

1 

- 

1 

65  8,nd  over 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

^ ' 

1 

1 

2 

. . 

Table  1?.  TUBERCULOSIS  (miBER  GE  CASES  OR  T.B.  REGISTER  AS  AT  31.12.58) 

Depv/ade  R.L, 


Pulmonary 

Hon- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

42 

5 

34 

7 

76 

12 

Total 

47 

41 

88 

j 

Table  18.  DETAILS  OF  M CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  UIST  EIVE  YE/iRS 

Dept7ade  R.D. 


Pulmonary’' 

Male 

Female 

Non-  Pulmonary 

liale 

Femalo 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

- 



1 H 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Depwade  R.D.  Total 

10 

8 j 6 

10 

4 

Area  5*'  Total 

23 

■13  j IT 

CD 

CO 

1 — 1 

Table  19 . DIPHTHERIA  BdvIUIUS^iTIOU 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  booster  injections  given  during  the  last  seven  ^/-ears 
in  respect  of  Area  5* 


1 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

Total 

Under 

1 

Total 
■ Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

Under 

5 

Age 

5-14 

1958 

283 

401 

60 

28 

416 

905 

1957 

547 

447 

76 

54 

773 

1,350 

1956 

590 

523 

139 

62 

886 

1,610 

1955 

283 

463 

86 

45 

251 

845 

1954 

237 

486 

171 

26 

983 

1 ,666 

1953 

- 

493 

592 

36 

1,855 

2,776 

1952 

371 

95 

15 

598 

1,070 
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Table  20.  VACCnmTION  AGABTST  SlvALLPOX 


Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  years  1954  to  1958  resident  in  the  District 
and  Area  5>  s,r9  shown  in  the  follovBng  table. 


r 

Dep\7ade  R.D. 

Area 

5 

1954 

1955- 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Number  of  live 

births 

registered. 

273 

263 

263 

229 

260 

560 

r 

577 

576 

535 

599 

Number  of 
vaccinations 
recorded 
(O-4  years) 

158 

185 

213 

161 

205 

375 

361 

500 

410 

445 

Percent ago 
vaccinated 

58 

70 

81 

70 

79 

67 

62 

87 

77 

74 

Table  21.  VACCniATIOh  AGAINST  POLIOKYSLITIS 


The  follo\7ing  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
booster  injections  given  in  Area  5 since  the  introduction 
of  this  scheme  in  1958. 


Booster 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Age 

Age 

Adults 

Totals 

0-4 

5-14 

0-4 

5-14 

* 

1958 

1,648 

3,159 

154 

32 

1,284 

2 

' ' 1 

6,279 

1957 

197 

1,115 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,512 

1956 

40 

121 

- 

- 
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Table  22 . DETiTHS  DUE  TO  CAnCER.  - Dopwade  R.D. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

:i953 

1954  1 1955 

f ■ 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Number  of  deaths. 

49 

41 

32 

27 

56  i 53 

37 

22 

43 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths 

20.4 

16.0 

13.8 

13^5 

1 

15.3  t 13.4 

16.4 

VD 

m 

0 

1 — 1 

17.3  I 

Table  25.  DBiTHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  - Area  5 


1 ^ 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1955 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Number  of  deaths. 

84 

86 

82 

74 

87 

73 

65 

55 

81 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths 

17.3 

15.3 

16.3 
« 

16.9 

18. 5 

15.2 

14*0 

12.4 

16.6 

Table  24,  CAICER  DEi.THS  DURING  lilST  SEVM'  mRS  - DewB.de  R.D. 


Ifele 

Female 

Year 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths  . 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths 

Lung 

Deaths 

Lung 

1952 

114 

17 

4 

117 

15 

1 

1953 

107 

17 

5 

95 

10 

- 

1954 

119 

16 

4 

116 

20 

. 

1955 

135 

21 

3 

112 

1956 

115 

21 

6 

111 

1957 

109 

14 

4 

97 

8 

— 

1958 

130 

27 

118 

16 

1 

Totals 

827 

153 

* 35 

764 

98 

5 
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Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  19^8 > 

Mr.Ciairraan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  v/ork  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1958. 

The  report  is  on  similar  lines  to  those  of  the  last  few  years  and  is 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  22/58. 


Staff. 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  year,  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  Mr.H.  Brooks,  my  assistant  inspector,  Mr .H. Johnson,  general  clerk  and 
Miss  F, Riches,  shorthand- typist/clerk,  continued  to  give  very  good  service  and 
contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  general  smooth  working, of  the  Department. 

New  Legislation. 

The  following  statutes  were  the  main  additions  to  public  health  legislation 
enacted  during  1958:- 

(a)  The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958.  An  Act  which  mainly  concerns  itself 
with  the  licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses,  the  safety,  health  and 
welfare  of  employees,  and  methods  of  slaughter. 

(b)  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958.  Which  repealed  and  consolidated 
previous  statutes  relating  to  the  humane  slaughter  of  food  animals. 

(c)  The  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958.  As  its  title  implies, 
this  Act. relates  primarily  to  the  financial  aspects  of  housing  matters, 
and  repeals  and  consolidates  previous  legislation  on  this  subject. 

(d)  The  Litter  Act,  1958.  The  provisions  of  which  have  been  well  publicised 
and  are  familar  to  members. 


General. 

It  has  never  been  my  belief  that  the  object  of  an  Annual  Report  is  to  present 
to  the  Council  masses  of  figures  relating  to  the  number  of  inspections  and  visits, 
which  may  mean  something  or  nothing  - nor  do  I consider  that  you  would  wish  me 
to  do  so,  but  this  year  in  studying  these  figures  it  occurred  to  me  that  an 
analysis  thereof  would  give  a general  indication  of  v/hich  matters  tend  to  take 
up  most  of  your  inspectors’  time  and  duties. 


The  following  brief  table  gives  this  information: - 


No.  of  visits  Percentage 

or  inspections.  of  the  total. 


Visits  to  slaughterhouses 

for  meat  inspection 

Housing  Inspections  and 
re-inspections  - including 
Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ... 

Public  Health  matters  - nuisances, 
infectious  diseases,  water  supplies 

Scavenging  matters  - including 
Harleston  public  conveniences  ... 

Food  premises 

Other  matters  - Factories,  Rodent 
control,  Petroleum  Regulations  etc. 


1,263 

• • • 

33*3% 

783 

• • « 

22.0% 

507 

14.2% 

402 

• • • 

11.3^ 

223 

• • t 

6.3°/ 

382 

• • • 

10.7% 

3,560 

Total : 
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In  addition,  1305- v:isits._. and  inspoctions.  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  control  of  new  building  operations  etc,  under  the  Building  Bye-laws  and 
Town  Planning  Acts. 

It  will  so  be  apparent  that  the  majority  of  the  inspectors*  time  is  ta}cen 
up  with  essential  aay-to-day  work,  e.g.  meat  inspection,  nuisance  complaints, 
inspections  of  building  work  in  progress,  housing  inspections,  etc.  regrettably 
leaving  less  time  than  one  v/ould  wish  for  to  devote  to  routine  inspections  of 
food  premises  and  the  like.  * 


HOUSING: 

(a)  General. 

The  Rate  Books  show  that  at  31st  March,  I938,  there  were  6,2?!  separate 
units  of  dwelling  accommodation  in  the  district  as  against  6,286  at  the  same 
date  in  1937,  The  Registrar  General's  estimated  population  for  the  district  for 
mid-1938  was  17,970  (30  less  than  the  estimated  figirre  for  1937),  which  gives  an 
average  occupation  figure  of  2,863  persons  per  house  (slightly  lower  than  the 
previous  year  and  the  same  as  for  1936). 

4l  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year;  none 
by  the  Council, 

(b)  Unfit  houses  Action  under  Housing  Acts. 

In  accordance  with  the  slum  clearance  programme  adopted  -by  the  Council  to 
conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1934,  during 
the  year  I represented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  66  dwolH.ings  as  unfit  and 
beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost.  Following  inspections  by  the  Housing  Sub- 
committee and  due  consideration  by  the  Public"  Health  Committee  and  the  Council, 
action  was  talcen  as  follows  :- 

Demolition  Orders  made.,.. I'j? 

Undertakings  accepted 12 

Closing  Orders  made 7 

No  action  at  present,  and/or  reconsider  at  a later 


stage  of  slum  clearance  programme I9 

Statutory  repair  notices  served 2 

Carried  forward  for  action  in  1939 9 


In  addition,  3 demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  dwellings  first 
considered  before  the  beginning  of  the  year;  and  two  undertakings  previously 
accepted  wore  cancelled  follov/ing  the  execution  of  repair  work  to  bring  the 
cottages  concerned  up  to  the  required  standard. 

During  the  year  14  houses  were  demolished,  and  the  position  at  31st  December 
regarding  houses  subject  to  statutory  orders,  etc.  still  ^standing  was  as 
follows : - 


Demolition  Closing  ^ , . „ . , 

Orders; ■ • Orders. ' Undertakings.  Total. 


Number  of  houses  occupied... 

68 

(37) 

3 (2) 

14  (16) 

1 00 

1 

(73) 

Number  of  houses  vacant  . . . 

60 

(34)  ... 

13  .(8) 

92  (83) 

163 

(145) 

. 

128 

(Ill) 

16  (10) 

106  (99) 

230 

(220) 

Note:  The  figures  in  brackets  are 

those  for  the 

previous 

year. 

Members,  may  wonder  why  so  many  vacant  •dwellings  subject  to'  demolition  orders 
have  not  been  demolished,  but  the  explanation  is  that  they  are  mainly  terraced  or 
semi-detached  properties  adjacent  to  one  still  occupied.  The  question  of  demolition 
of  the  occupied  cottages  is  a very  .difficult  one  as  in  most  cases  the  tenants  are 


elderly,,  having  lived ^ there  for  many  years,  and  refuse  to  accept  re-housing  by 
the  Council 5 your  policy  in  exercising  patience  in  these  cases  is,  I consider, 
the  proper  one  in  the  circumstances. 

Only  one  house  subject  to  a demolition  order  was  still  occupied  under 
^cence  issued  under  Sec. 34  of  the  Housing  Act, 1937  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  licence,  was  issued  by  special  consent  of  the  Ministry,  and  expires  on 
August  30th, i960. 


I would  once  again  comment  on  tho^disparity  between  rents  (even  those 
permitted  by  the  Rent  Act,  1937)  and  the  cost  of  housing  repairs,  which  still 
exists  and  which  influences  the  Council’s  actions  regarding  the  repair  of  unfit 
wellings.  Our  action  has  therefore  again  been  almost  entirely  informal  in  this 
respect  and  with  a reasonable  approach  most  owners  have  been  co-operative, 
mring  the  year  I3  dwellings  were  repaired  as  a result  of  such  action.  In  addition 
proviously^^^  the  acceptance  of  undertakings  (mentioned 

n + JPPl^J^tions  wore  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the 

..ent  Act, 1937  - all  of  which  wore  issued  following  inspections.  In  two  cases 
the  defects  were  of  an  insignificant  nature  and  did  not  justify  further  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Council^  but  in  the  other  instance  co-operation  with  the 
owner  resulted  in  the  necessary  repairs  being  carried  out. 

Housing  Act, 1949  - Improvement  Grants. 

A further  42  Improvement  Grants  to  the  value  of  £8,609  wore  approved  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  (average  grant  - £207  per  house,  as  against  £l|8  in  1937). 

number  of  grants  approved  by  the  Council  since  the  inception 
of  the  scheme  to  293  to  the  total  value  of  £39,936. 

Those  approved  during  I938  applied  to  various  typos  of  dwellings,  as  follows:- 

Private'" dwellings  occupied  by  owner H 

Farm-houses  .occupied  by . owner 3 

Tied-agricultural  workers’  dwellings. , I4 

Privately  rented  dwellings ^ 

• one  exception  the  grants  were  made  in  respect  of  improvements  to 

bSjL'nl  ? conLrsiorol  existing 

^5^-^ningo  for  use  as  living  accommodation. 


by  the ^applif ants  approved  during  the  year  were  subsequently  not  taken  up 

^^ring  1938  the  amounts  outstanding  (plus  interest)  wore  pepaid  to  the 
council  in  five  cases,  grant  conditions  having  been  broken. 

(d)  Overcrowding. 

Five  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  recorded  during  the  year:  four  of  these 

TZls  '/lTlfll  and  one  on  'bedroom  standard,  "ni;.  Two  of  thKe 

ases  and  two  of  those  previously  recorded  were  abated  during  the  year,  and  the 
pcsxtdon  of  cases  still  on  the  register  at  tho  end  of  the  year  was  af  foSls)! 

Number  of  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding. .....  6 

Number  of  cases  where  overcrowding  exists  on 

the  'bedroom  standard'  only 6 

As  I have  previously  explain^lsd  this  cannot  be  guaranteed  as  tho  true  statement 

?ha  ^strict  but  can  be  tcUtei  as  a reason.ablol^d^ltion 

mar  it  is  not  a o<_rious  problem  in  this  district. 

.(p)  Dirty  and  Verminous  Dwellings. 

of  olotilinof)  generally  speaking,  the  standard 

^ inoso  in  the  houses  in  tho  district  is  good,  during  1958  rather  more  action 
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than  usual  has  been  necessary  regarding  premises  and  persons  found  to  be  dirty 
and  verminous.  A total  of  20  visits  v/ere  made  in  respect  of  six  dirty  dwellings 
(including  one  caravan)  and  five  dirty  persons.  Following  the  removal  of  three 
of  the  dirty  persons  (all  aged)  to  suitable  places  for  proper  care  and  attention, 
their  premises  were  cleansed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two  of  the  cases  remained 
outstanding  - one  of  which  was  the  case  at  Earsham,  which  is  well  known  to  most 
members  of  the  Council.  One  case  involved  an  elderly  couple  in  a Council  bungalow 
and  was  solved  by  obtaining  the  services  of  a home-help  through  the  Welfare 
Officer  - this  instance  confirmed  the  advisability  of  regular  periodical 
inspections  of  all  Council  dwellings. 

Four  disinfestations  of  dwellings  affected  by  fleas  wore  carried  out  and 
three  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  oth^r  insect  infestations  and  occupiers 
a.dvised  on  remedial  action. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  Sec. 4?  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act, 1948  (as  amended), 

(f)  Moveable  Dv/ellings. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  the 
district  as  against  27  at  the  end  of  1957.  These  are  mainly  of  the  modern 
trailer  caravan  type  and  regular  inspection  of  the  dwellings  and  sites  has  shown 
that  they  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner.  In  no  case  is  there  more  than  one 
caravan  on  a site.  There  are  no  sites  licensed  for  the  use  of  itinerant  caravan 
dwellers. 

One  application  for  a licence  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  caravan 
was  in  a defective  and  insanitary  condition. 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings  licensed  at  31.12.57 27 


Now  licences  issued  during  1958 4 

31 

Number  removed  or  ceased  to  be  used  during  1958 10 


Number  licensed  and  in  use  at  31.12.58 21 


WATER  SUPPLIES; 

(a)  Mains  Supplies. 

During  the  year  27  routine  samples  wore  taken  from  Council  main  supplies 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  wore  reported  .as  satisfactory. 

Seven  samples  were  also  submitted  for  similar  examination  from  new  mains 
and  extensions  to  ensure  a satisfactory  supply  before  it  is  made  available  to 
the  public.  Five  of  those  were  satisfactory  and  two  wore  unsatisfactory.  In 
the  latter  cases  further  sterilising  treatment  of  the  main  was  carried  out  and 
a satisfactory  result  was  subsequently  obtained, 

(b)  Private  Supplies. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  boros  for  bacteriological 
examination,  with  results  as  follov/s:- 


Source  of 

Number 

Number 

Number  Un- 

Supply. 

taken. 

Satisfactory, 

satisfactory. 

Shallow  wells. 

18 

3 ' 

. 15 

Bores. 

2 

2 

. ■ M „ , 1 4 

The  very  high  percentage  of  'unsatisfactory'  samples  from  shallov/  wells 
again  emphasises  the  unreliable  nature  of  this  source  of  supply.  Even  if  these 
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wells  are  thoroughly  cleansed  and  sterilised,  only  in  very  few  instances  can 
the  bacteriological  purity  of  the  water  be  assured  over  a reasonable  period. 

In  all  instances  the  tenants  are  advised  to  boil  all  water  used  for  drinking 
purposes,  taken  from  wells  v/hich  are  proved  to  be  contaminated. 

One  sample  of  v/ell  water  was  also  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  By  reason 
of  its  high  nitrate  content  it  was  found  unsuitable  for  infant  feeding  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  mains  v/ater  to  be  obtained  from  premises  nearby. 

Note ; Further  details  of  the  Council  water  supplies  ih  the  District  are  contained 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 


SCAVENGING; 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No  major  changes  in  the  Council's  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service 
took  place  during  1958.  The  service  extends  to  all  but  the  most  isolated  premises 
in  the  district,  with  regular  fortnightly  collection  in  all  parishes,  except 
Harleston  where  it  is  v/eekly.  The  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected  from  house- 
holds continues  to  increase  and  unless  this  tendency  which  has  been  noted  over 
the  last  fov/  years  ceases  soon,  the  Council  will  be  faced  with  additional  expendi- 
ture for  this  service.  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Press  may  feel  it  worth 
while  to  bring  this  fact  to  the  attention  of  rate-payers,  on  the  lines  that  by 
burning  and  composting  all  but  indestructible  refuse  they  can  assist  in  keeping 
down  the  rates. 

Eight  men  continue  to  be  employed  on  this  work.  There  are  two  changes  in 
personnel  during  the  year  - a.fter  prolonged  absence  through  illness  Mr. E. Gray  was 
placed  on  superannuation  in  August  (he  had  given  seven  years  very  satisfactory 
service);  Mr ,P, Bloomfield  was  appointed  as  a temporary  replacement  but  he'  resigned 
in  November  and  was  replaced  by  F.G.Bryanton,  who  has  to-date  proved  a very 
satisfactory  servant,. 

1958  proved  to  be  a very  bad  year  for  loss  of  time  through  sickness,  etc. 

- a total  of  231  man-days  were  lost  - very  little  short  of  a full  year's  working 
time  for  one  man.  Gray's  sickness  was  responsible  for  72/2-dayG,  and  F. Harper, 
who  underwent  oji  operation  on  a wrist,  lost  115y2-days. 

The  two  Dennis  10  cu.yd.  side-loading  refuse  collection  vehicles  purchased 
in  19^7  and  19.48  again  gave  a satisfactory  year's  working  mechanically,  but  the 
bodywork  is  beginning  to  deteriorate  and  although  by  judicious  repair  and  re- 
painting, they  can  be  retained  in  service,  I must  point  out  to  the  Council  that 
their  repla.cement  should  be  considered  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

The  7 cu.yd.  Fordson  Diesel  refuse  collection  vehicle,  purchased  in  1955, 
continues  to  give  satisfactory  service,  and  is  quite  economical  to  run. 

Refuse  continued  to  be  disposed  of  by  semi-controlled  tipping  at  five  pits 
in  the  parishes  of  Weybfead,  Hempnall,  Forncett,  Ashwellthorpe  and  Roydon,  Since 
the  tip  at  Grove  Farm,  Roydon  was  closed  in  1957,  some  difficulty  has  been  found 
in  finding  a suitable  permanent  site  in  this  area  and  although  two  small  pits  on 
farms  have  been  used,  which  lasted  until  the  end  of  1958,  any  offer  of  suitable 
land  in  that  part  of  the  district  would  be  of  considera.ble  assistance  - otherwise 
it  will  mean  the  loss  of  time  and  travelling  expense  taking  the  refuse  to  other 
disposal  points. 

No  special  labour  is  employed  for  the •maintenance  of  the  tips,  the  collection 
staff  being  responsible  for  covering  as  tipping  proceeds.  When  circumstances 
permit  (i,e,  no  absentees  through  holiday  or  sickness)  spare  labour  becomes 
available  for  this  work  - but  this  is  not  often.  The  largest  tip  at  Vi/eybread 
requires  (and  is  given)  most  attention,  and  a small  amount  of  mechanical 
assistance  was  hired  during  the  summer  together  with  extra  soil  covering 
purchased  from  the  adjacent  gravel  pit.  The  tips  are  .e.11  treated  for  insect 
pests  and  also  receive  reg-ular  attention  by  the.  Rodent  Operator, 

Just  over  one  ton  of  v/aste  paper  was  sold  for  £3, 13s  and  £2  was  received 
for  a load  of  scrap  metal  from  Weybread  Tip, ' 
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(c ) Night-Soil  Collection, 

This  service  of  weekly  collection  of  pail  closet  contents  from  the  built- 
up  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Harleston,  Wortwoll,  Pulham  Market,  Pulham  St. Mary 
and  Alburgh,  was  again  carried  out  - as  in  1957,  and  in  September  102  premises 
in  Brockdish  and  Thorpe  Abbotts  were  also  included.  This  involved  certain  re- 
organisation of  the  scheme  and  the  work  from  then  on  was  carried  out  entirely 
at  night.  - with  an  earlier  start  being  made  during  the  worst  of  the  winter 
months.  Three  of  the  eight  men  on  refuse  collection  work  do  the  first  four 
above-mentioned  parishes  (on  rota)  on  Friday  nights,  and  the  two  men  on  the 
Cesspool  Einptior  do  Alburgh,  Brockdish  and  Thorpe  Abbotts  every  Sunday  night. 

As  previously,  the  cesspool  emptier  - with  specia.1  night-soil  attachment  - was 
used  for  this  work,  and  again  gave  satisfactory  service. 


Disposal  of  night-soil  on  straw  pans  at  land  on  the  disused  airfield  at 
Thorpe  Abbotts  continues  as  in  previous  years  and  overcomes  what  might  be  a very 
difficult  problem  in  a convenient  and  nuisance-free  manner  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  the  Council  and  the  farmer  concerned, 

(d)  Cesspool  Emptying, 


The  emptying  of  private  and  Council  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  etc,  by  the 
Dennis  800-gallon  cesspool  emptier,  and  the  disposal  of  their  contents,  was 
Carried  out  during  1958  on  similar  lines  to  those  of  previous  years.  Having  to 
transfer  the  labour  on  this  work  to  refuse  collection  (due  to  sickness,  etc.) 
and  re-organisation  of  night-soil  work,  has  reduced  the  time  abaila.ble  for  cesspool 
emptying  to  only  three  days  per  week,,  but  even  so  the  total  number  of  loads 
removed  during  the  year  is  a slight  increase  over  the  figure  for  1957.  The 
reduction  in  the  number  of  loads  removed  from  premises  outside  the  district  is 
due  to  the. fact  that  we  ceased  to  empty  the  tanks  at  the  housing  sites  in  the 
Loddon  R.D.C,  area  - that  Council  having  purchased  its  ovm  emptier,  ■ The  vehicle 
continued  to  give  satisfactory  service  but  was  .out  of  action  for  eleven  weeks 
during  the  year,  for  repairs  following  an  accident  while  on  night-soil  work,  when 
the  opportunity  was  taken  to  have  it  generally  overhauled.  It  was  then  proved 
that  the  purchase  of  the  second-hand  vehicle  as  a strndby  has  been  a wise  decision 
part.  This  vehicle  w.as  immediately  brought  into  service  .and  in  a milea;'o  of 
2,079  proved  a satisfactory  substitute.  Our  normal  vehicle  'did  a mileage  of  7,742 
- a total  of  9,821  (over  2,000  up  on  the  previous  year). 

Cesspool  contents  continued  to  be  disposed  of  mainly  on  suitable  arable 
land,  and  I would  again  express  my  appreciation  to  the  farmers  of  the  district  who 
so  readily  co-operated  with  the  driver  of  the  vehicle  in  this  matter. 


The  follov/ing  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year?—' 

■ ; . - ’ No, of  loads. 


Depwade  R.D.C.  housing  sites  and  sewage  works,,,,.,,,  893' 

Private  promises  v/ithin  the  district 267 

School  Canteens  and  wash-ups l43 

Premises  outside  the  Depwade  district. 38 


1,346 

(THe  total  number  of  loads  removed  in  1957  was  1,327). 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES  AND  PREMISES. 

(a)  ^eat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses. 

Of  the  13  licensed  slaughterhouses,  ton  remained  in  regular  use  during  the 
year  - two  were  not  used  at  all  and  one  only  on  rare  occasions.  Two  of  the  ton  are 
in  the  wholesale  trade,  the  remainder  being  in  use  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  retail 
shops  also  operated  by  the  licensees. 

Slaughtering  took  place  regularly  on  every  day  of  the  week  except  Fridays 
and  Saturdays  and  the  total  number  of  visits  for  meat  inspection  (1,263)  was  over 
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200  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  number  included  32  Sunday  visits 
for  meat  inspection. 

Although  the  general  standard  of  the  slaughterhouse  premises  is  by  no  means 
good,  every  effort  is  made  by  the  majority  of  the  licensees  to  ensure  that  meat  is 
produced  under  clean  and  hygienic  conditions,  and  in  no  case  v/as  other  than  informal 
action  nocessa.ry  to  bring  about  any  necessary  improvement^. 

The  following  table  - produced  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  - 
shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year,  those  inspected  and 
those  found  to  be  affected  with  disease 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

i Cows. 

i 

Calves. 

Sheep 
and  • ' 
Lambs, ' . 

Pigs . 

Horses. 

Number  killed. 

1122 

■ 72 

300 

1277 

4834 

— 

7603 

Number  Inspected 
j^nercentaffe) 

1079 

96.2 

70 

99.2 

200 

66.6 

1037 

81.2 

4246 

87.84. 

— 

6632 
32.2  . 

fVll  diseases  except  Tube 

rculosis  & ' 

fJysterci, 

1 

-= 

18 

— 

21 

Whole  carcases. 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

102 

34 

4 

11 

171 

322 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected. 

9.3 

30.0 

2.3 

1.06 

4.4 

3.1 

Tuberculosis  only. 

\iVhole  carcases. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  som.e 
• part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

37 

6 

— 

— 

113 

— 

138 

. J 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected. 

3.4 

8.6^ 

0.3 

— 

2.7 

— 

2.4 

Cysticfirci, 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
^ “ demned. 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Carcases  subm.it tod  to 
treatment  by  refrigerat 

ion. 11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  1?  goats  were  killed  and  inspected  and  found  free 
from  disease. 


The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  shov;s  an  incro3.se  of  220  over  the 
previous  year,  l^ut  those  inspected  increased  by  714}  improving  the  jjercentage 
inspection  figure  from  80%  to  over  87%  - which  I feel  is  no  mean  achievement 
in  the  rather  difficult  circumstajices.  My  views  on  the' .need  for  amendment  to 
present  legislation  on  slaughtering  times,  etc.  have  already  been  expressed 
more  than  onoGvto  the  Council,  and  I sincerely  trust  that  negotiations  now 
imderstood  to  be  proceeding  at  national  level  will  take  fully  into  consideration 
the  difficulties  experienced  in  a scattered  rural  district  and  bring  about  a 
new  set  of  rGgul3.tions , acceptable  to  the  trade,  which  will  enable  lOO^j 
inspection  to  be  carried  out  at  the  jlp-9-  e of  slaughter  —the  only  place  where 
satisfactory  inspection  can  take  place. 

I would  once  again  assure  the  Council  that  every  endeavour  is  made  to 
ensure  that  all  meat  slaughtered  for  consumption  within  the  district  is 
inspected. 


The  figures  of  disease  incidence  again  indicates  the  general  high  quality 
of  meat  produced  in  the  district;  the  tuberculosis  figures  continue  to  drop 
in  relation  to  bovinos  and  it  is  remarkable  that  not  one  of  the  1149  cattle 
(including  cows)  v;as  affected  with  generalised  T.B.  and  only  6 out  of  70  cows 
had  any  tubercular  lesions  at  all.  The  percentage  of  bovine  animals  affected 
with  cysticorcus  bovis  reached  almost  1%  last:  year  (as  against  0,4%  in  1957) 
and,  although  tliis  follows  a national  trend,  our  figures  are  still  low 
compared  with  the  incidence  in  other  areas  where  other  than  local  cattle  are 
slaughtered.  Butcher©  and  farmers  are  now  joining  Public  Health  Inspectors  in 
their  concern  over  this  problem  and  it  would  appear  that  there  is  ample 
justification  for  a full-scale  Committee  of  Enquiry  into  this  matter,  on  a 
national  basis.  The  following  summary  indicates  the  parts  affected  in  the  eleven 
animals  detected  during  the  year:- 


' r 

Steers.  Heifers,  Cows . Bulls,  Total. 

Head  and  tongue 3 2 — — 3 

Heart 3 * 2 5 

Diaphragm 1 — — — 1 

7 ' 4 — ~ 11 


* Also  foumd  in  diaphragm  of  one  animal. 

The  estiniatod  total  v;oight  of  meat  and  orgaeis  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
food  during  1938  v;as  2-tons  13-cwts  2-qtrs.  3-lbs,  and  all  condemned  meat  and  1 
offal  is  stained  with  the  recommended  green  dye  and  either  disposed  of  by  burying' 
or  burning  at  the  slaughterhouse  or  removed  for  processing  by  a reputable  firm  of; 
fat  recovery  .merchants. 

The  follov/ing  ta.blos  give  further  information  as  to  (a)  the  nature  of  diseases 
affecting  whole  carcases  condemned,  ^and  (b)  carcases  and  urg:ms  a.ffbcted  by  ' , 

tuberculosis:-  i 


Diseases  other  than  T.B.  and  C.  Bovis. 


Whole  carcases  and  all  offal  condemned. 


— \ , 

Emaciation,  . ! 

• j 

! i ^ t? 

' ! ■ 

' 

i 1 ■ 

Oedema.  j 

J 

1 

■ 

3 

1 

4 

Arthritis.,  (septic)  • 

■ 

1 

1 

Peritonitis, (septic) 

3 

3 

Mas-titis , ( septic ) " 

1 

1 1 

'Nephritis , ( septic ) 

1 

1 

'Pyaemia, 

1 

1 

iSwine  fever. 

4 

4 

Swine  erysipelas (moribund) 

2 

2 

Odour  with  peritoni 

•tis. 

L-. 

1 

1 

Extensive  bKuising. 

1 

1 

1 

12 

j 

— 

i 1 

i 

1 

1 

17 

i 

1 1 21 
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Carcascs  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 


Organs  Affected. 

Cattle 
ex. Cows, 

Cows, 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1 Total. 

Head# 

15 

2 

— 

— 

109 

126 

Tongue. 

13 

2 

— 

— 

109 

126 

Lungs, 

26 

4 

— 

— . . . 

7 

37 

Heart. 

18 

3 

— 

— 

6 

27 

Liver. 

9 

2 

— 

— 

>3 

14 

Kidneys. 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Spleen. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Intestines, 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

11 

Stomachs, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Udder. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gen . Organs . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcase  Meat. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Parts  and  organs  condemned:  92 

15 

— 

1 

246 

355  i 

i 

Dead-weight  certification  of  pigs  for  subsidy , 

Three  certification  centres  were  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
No, 7083  (Mr, D, A, Browne,  Tivetshall)  was'  discontinued  in  August  by  the  Ministry, 
leaving  the  two  centres  - No. 7084  (Mr.H. W.Rudrum,  O.^rleton  Rode)  and  7086  (Whiteman 
and  Green,  Harleston)  still  in  use. 

During  the  year  227  pa.yment  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  1,933 
pigs  and  payments  totalling  £34.l8.6d.  were  pa.id  to  the  Council  by  the  Ministry 
for  this  service,  which  is  additional  to  normal  meat  inspection  duties. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  - Slaughterman’s  Licences. 

34  licences  wore  issued  to  suitable  persons  authorising  them  to  slaughter 
animals  in  slaughterhouses  by  the  use  of  approved  stunning  apparatus. 

(b)  Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foods. 

While  reliable  wholesalers  will  ixsually  replace  spoiled  goods  without 
imnecessary  investigation,  requests  from  food  traders  are  still  made  to  this 
Department  for  the  inspection  and  issue  of  certificates  in  certain  instances, 
particularly  during  the  summer  months  when  nuisance  from  smell  and  flies  may 
result  from  spoiled  food  being  detained  in  the  shop  premises,  • 

Certificates  of  condemnation  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  issued 
in  respect  of  the  follov/ing  foodstuffs 

Tins  of-  Pa.ckets  of- 


Luncheon  Meat 

Sponge  Mixture, . . . . . 

. . . . 23 

Corned  Beef, 

3 

Flour 

Beef  SteaJc, 

Custard  Powder 

....  48 

Peaches 

3 

Jellies, 

. , . . 32 

Pineapples, 

Raisins 

....  7 

Apples 

Currants 

. . . . 13 

Processed  Peas, 

Spaghetti 

3 
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Bottles  & Jars  of- 

Marmalade  & Jams 21 

Mincemeat . ' 2 

Pickles  & Chutneys 8 

Red  Cai)bage, 1 

Peanut  Butter 1 

Buttercup  Syrup, 30 

Mint  Sauce., 3 

Mixed  Fruits.. 8 

Cough  Mixtures 2 


Loose  items  of- 

Mutton 7-lhs.  (decomposition) 

Tapioca.,..  34- lbs.  (odour  & moth 

Larvae ) 

Raisins....  10-lbs.  (fermentation) 
Sultanas,, , 8-lbs.  (fermentation) 
Chickens,, . 25.  (moribund  on 

arrival) 


Total  weight  of  food  condemned:  3-cwts. 28-lbs. 5“0zs, 


(c)  Food  Premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  promises  selling  and/or  handling 
food  in  the  District,  other  than  slaughterhouses  and  dairies,  was  as  follows 

(1957) 

General  food  promises 97  98 

Fish  shops,  (incl. fried  fish  & chip  shops)  3 3 

Fish  stalls 3 3 

Butchers 17  17 

Resturants,  cafes,  etc 8 8 

School  canteens 12  12 

Bakeries,. 7 9 

Public  Houses 78  79 

Others  - Mills,  food  factories  etc 6 7 

231  236 


The  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  food  premised  in  the  District  continues 
to  be  apparent' (246  in  1956)  and  this  is  principally  due  to  the  'poaching'  carried 
out  by  travelling  vans,  many  of  which  are  based  outside  the  district  and  are  difficult 
to  control  and  supervise,  and  partly  to  the  higher  standards  required  by  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955* 

While  every  effort  is  mode  to  assist  the  food  trader  in  the  selection  and 
equipment  appropriate  to  his  means,  the  Regulations  now  lay  down  a definite 
standard  of  structural  requirements  which  must  be  complied  with  to  ensure  efficiency 
and  cleanliness.  The  high  cost  of  labour  and  fif tings  has  resulted  in  several 
■uneconomic  businesses  closing  down  or  converting  to  premises  where  open  food  is 
not  sold,. 

A total  of  223  inspections  at  food  premises  was  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors 
during  the  year,  mainly  to  require  compliance  v/ith  the  . Regulations  and  in  very 
fev/  instances  v;as  it  found  necessary  to  enforce  the  law  regarding  general 
cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute 
statutory  proceedings. 

The  response  of  the  public  to  clean  food  publicity  is  more  encouraging  and 
they  are  becoming  more  selective  in'  their  choice  of  food  retailer.  As  B.  result, 
the  trader  is  realising  that  a clean  shop  is  a good  business  proposition!  and  his 
co-operation  to  our  requests  is  generally  forthcoming. 

The  dog  notices  previously  issued  in  1957  are  having  to  be  replace  d because 
of  fading  of  the  print,  but  they  have  had  the  desired  effect  and  have  been  much 
appreciated  by  the  food  trader. 

(d)  Dairies  & Milk  Distribution. 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  operating  in  the  District  at 
the  end  of  the  year  remained  the  same  as  for  the  jjrevious  tv/o  years  - 24,  but 
there  were  in  fact  two  changes  of  ownership  of  rounds  during  the  year.  In  addition. 
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there  are  five  milk  producers  who  retail  milk,  obtainable  from  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  under  licence  from  this  Council,  cind  a very  small  number  of 
other  producers  who  retail  their  own  milk  under  registration  and  licansing  of 
the  Ministry  through  the  County  Agricultural  Committee.  Nine  of  the  registered 
retailers  and  one  producer  operate  from  premises  outside  the  district. 

All  milk  sold  in  the  District  is  either  'Tuberculin  Tested'  or  'Pasteurised' 
as  required  by  the  1955  Order,  most  of  which  is  received  by  the  distributors 
from  large  plants  outside  the  District  already  bottled.  The  tv>ro  dairy  premises 
registered  and  in  use  last  year  continued  to  be  used  during  195S. 

Poutine  inspections  of  the  dairies  and  observations  kept  on  milk  distribution 
generally  ha.vc  indicated  that  all  statutory  requirements  arc  complied  v/ith  a.nd 
there  is  no  cause  for  complaint. 

» 

55  licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  'Special  Designations'  were  issued 
with  details  as  follov/s;- 


' Tuberculin  Tested'  Do.a.lcrs  licences l8 

•Tuberculin  Tested'  Supplementary  licences 9 

'Pasteurised'  Dealers  licences l8 

'Pasteurised'  Supplementary  licences. . 10 


55 


(e)  Ice-Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  Sf  sale 1 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  sale  (pre-packed)  only,.  47 

This  is  a reduction  of  six  retadling  premises  during  the  year,  principally 
due  to  the  service  given  to  the  parishes  by  travelling  vans,  together  with  the 
cost  of  maintaining  ' operating  the  refrigerators  compared  with  the  small 
returns. 

The  majority  of  the  sma.ll  manufacturers  have  been  replaced  by  the  large 
combines  of  Lyons,  Walls  and  Eldorado  and  it  is  from  these  firms  that  the  bulk 
of  the  retail  samples  have  been  t:xken. 

« 

During  the  year  44  visits  wore  made  to  ice-cream  promises  and  2?  samples 
v/cre  taken  v/ith  the  following  results  :- 


Grade  1 (Excellent),, 20 

Grade  2 (Good) 7 

Grade  3 (Unsa.tisfactory ) Nil. 

Grade  4 (Very  Unsatisfactory) Nil, 


As  pre-J)ackod  ice-cream  is  generally  of  a high  bacteriological  quality  when 
delivered  by  the  manufacturer,  the  main  purpose  of  sampling  is  to  investigate  the 
hygienic  storage  and  handling  by  'the  retailer  and,  a.s  can  bo  seen,  this  is  of  a 
very  high  standard. 

In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary,  this  year,  to  revisit  a shop  to 
advise  on  cleaner  methods  of  handling,  a decided  improvement  on  previous  years, 

FACTORIES  ACT-,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories,  as  previously  defined,  on  the  Council's  rc>gister 
at  the  end  of  1958  was  77  (of  which  7 use  no  mechanical  power).  This  is  a 
reduction  of  one  from  the  previous  year  (there  were  two  cancellations  and  one 
addition  during  the  year).  In  addition,  the  provisions  of  the  Sla.ughterhouses 
Act,  1958  brought  slaughterhouses  within  the  definition  of  a factory,  so  that  an 
additionCvl  11  factories  not  using  mechanical  power  nov/  come  on  the  register 
(the  other  two  have  no  employees). 
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A number  of  promises  legally  defined  as  'factories'  com.c  within  our 
jurisdiction  as  food  premises  and  are  regularly  visited  as  such,  but  in  addition 
29  inspections  of  factories  were  recorded  during  the  year.  In  only  one  case  was 
informal  action  necessary  to  ensure  the  cleansing  of  a sanitary  convenience,  and 
in  one  other  case  of  a new  factory  it  was  found  that  no  satisfactory  convenience 
was  provided  for  the  two  employees.  In  the  latter  case  informal  action  failed  to 
get  the  necessary  convenience  provided  and  the  matter  was  still  outstanding  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Observations  wore  also  kept  at  all  sites  of  major  building  works  to  ensure 
the  provision  of  temporary  sanitary  accommodation  for  workmen;  in  two  ca.ses  it 
was  found  necessary  to  v/rite  to  the  contractors  concerned  before  suitable  latrines 
were  provided. 

Three  'Certificates  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire'  under  Sect. 34  of 
the  Act  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  usual  tv/o  'outworkers'  were  again  notified  - one  of  whom  works  in  the 
open  air;  both  have  been  visited  and  the  conditions  found  to  bo  satisfactory. 

AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  & WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT, 1956. 

Shortly  after  the  Council's  duties  under  this  Act  wore  discussed  following 
the  presentation  of  the  ibinual  Report  for  1957 » Memorandum  was  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  which  wont  to  considerable  length 
to  explain  those  duties.  In  spite  of  the  detailed  nature  of  this  Memorandum  it 
failed  to  give  any  general  guidance,  but  rather  indicated  that,  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  temporary  sanitary  conveniences  for  workers  on  agricultural  land 
away  from  the  farmstead,  each  case  should  be  treated  on  its  merits. 

From  inspections  made  so  far,  it  has  generally  been  found  that  some  provision 
of  a sanitary  convenience  has  been  made  in  or  around  the  farm  and/or  buildings  - 
usually  when  the  fa.rm  ha.s  had  a W.C.  and  bathroom  installed  inside,  the  old  E.C. 
is  left  for  the  use  of  the  workers  - but  the  idea  of  providing  temporary  accommodation 
for  workers  in  the  fields  is  regarded  somewhat  as  a novelty.  One  exception  to  this 
was  in  respect  of  the  extensive  rose-growing  at  Bunwell,  whore  temporary  accommodation 
has  been  provided  for  the  workers  for  several  years  now. 

It  was,  therefore,  considered  that  particular  emphasis  should  be  placed  on 
checking  those  farms  v/here  casual  gang  labour  - particularly  female  labour  - was 
being  employed,  and  although  wo  had  no  particular  knowledge  of  which  farms  these 
were,  observations  were  made  in  travelling  around  the  District  which  resulted  in 
12  inspections  being  made.  In  three  cases  satisfactory  conveniences  had  not  been 
provided  and  informal  action  was  taken  - in  tv/o  cases  the  latrines  were  provided 
and,  in  the  third  ca.se,  the  work  concerned  was  found  to  have  ceased  when  a re«visit 
was  made. 

There  are  over  1,100  agricultural  holdings  in  the  district  and  we  have  no 
official  information  as  to  which'  employ  workers.  Mainly  from  personal  and  local 
knowledge  a list  was  prepared  of’  a.ll  those  known  or  thought  to  have  employees, 
the  occupiers  of  which  have  been  circulated  with  the  main  requirements  of  the  Act, 

When  circumstances  permit  routine  visits  will  be  made  to  each  of  these  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Act,  but  in  the  meantime  every  opj/ortunity  is  being  taken, 
when  a farm  is  visited  for  any  other  reacon,  to  check  this  matter. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  service  continued  in  1958  on  similar  linos  to  those  of  the  previous 
year,  with  free  service  to  all  domestic  premises  and  charges  made  in  respect  of 
treatments  at  all  other  premises,  based  on  the  cost  of  matoriaJs,  labour  and 
travelling.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  regarding 
non-«omplianco  with  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,1949» 

The  Rodent  Operator,  Mr .F. Wright , gave  a satisfactory  year's  service;  he  is  a 
very  capable  and  enthusiastic  servant,  and  also  gives  valuable  assistance  with 
control  of  Vi/eybroad  refuse  tip  at  that  part  of  the  year  when'  a reduction  in  rodent 
control  work  so  permits. 
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A sviminary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  operator  during  the  year  is  as 
follows:- 


Local 

Authority 

Property, 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

( inc . C , Hs ) 

Agric , 
Property, 

Other 

Premises. 

Total. 

No. of  inspections 
as  a result  of  noti- 
fication or  survey. 

166 

2,126 

216 

144 

2,632 

! No, of  infestations: 

(a)  major 

(b)  minor 

18 

18 

10 

317 

6 

4 

13 

14 

47 

333 

No. of  treatments 
carried  out. 

36 

327 

10 

27 

6oo 

No, of  dead  rats  and 
mice  picked  up. 

230 

227 

34 

313 

Oo 

All  these  figures  are  up  on  the  previous  year,  in  fact  the  number  of  treatments 
carried  out  is  almost  dou'ble.  The  conditions,  generally,  in  1938  were  very 
favourable  to  rat  breeding  and  survival,  and  I think  it  can  be  said  that  it  was 
the  worst  of  recent  years  in  this  respect. 

In  spite  of  this  I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that,  when  the 
various  sewerage  systems  in  the  District  were  test-baited  in  May,  no  evidence 
of  rat  infestation  v/hatsoever  was  found;  Harleston  sewers  were  test-baited  again 
in  October  with  a similar  result. 

Routine  checks  and  observations  were  also  made  by  the  Inspectors  and  Operator 
eo  ensure  compliance  with  the  Regulations  as  to  fencing  of  grain  stacks  during 
threshing,  and  in  no  case  was  other  than  informal  action  necessary. 


OTHER  MATTERS: 

In  addition  to  the  duties  carried  out  under  the  above-mentioned  main  headings 
routine  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  (30) i public 
health  nuisances  (91)}  petroleum  storage  licensing  (6?)  and  Harleston  public 
conveniences  (69). 

The  number  of  new  plans  dealt  with  in  connection  v;ith  Building  Bye-law 
and  Town  Planning  control  was  439  - an  increase  of  90  over  the  previous  year. 


IN  CONCLUSION  may  I again  express  to  Council  members  my  appreciation  of  their 
support  in  taking  action  over  matters  brought  to  their  attention  during  the  year, 
also  my  thanks  and  appreciation  of  co-operation  and  assistance  so  readily  given 
by  the  Medica.1  Officer  of  Health,  Clerk  and  other  Chief  Officers,  And  lastly  my 
thanks  for  the  loyal  service  given  by  my  staff,  particularly  Mr. H. Brooks,  who  has 
helped  considerably  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Senior  Public  Health  Insipector 
and  Building  Surveyor. 
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Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  1958. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1958. 


RART  I - ST/lFF. 


( i)  Technical  Staff. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  for  the  first  time  for  several  years  there  were 
no  changes  to  the  Technical  Staff  during  1958, 

(ii)  Outdoor  Staff. 

Ivir,  P.  Payne,  Attendant  at  the  Harleston  Sewage  Disposal  Works  since  1939, 
retired  on  the  22nd  July,  It  had  been  anticipated  that  the  new  plant  at  Rushall 
Y/atervvorks  would  have  been  in  operation  by  the  end  of  the  ycaf  thus  allowing  the 
complete  re-organisation  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Staff  to  take  place.  Unfortunately 
this  did  not  occur  but,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  changes  have  been 
made  and  the  new  arrangements  are  operating  very  satisfactorily, 

PART  II  WATER  SUPPLY, 


Appendix  I. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an  increase  in  consumption  of  3*3  % as 
coii5)ared  with  1957*  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the  increase  occurred 
in  the  Harleston  area  - in  fact  the  increase  in  consturption  in  this  zone  was  20,6 
TWs  was  caused  by  the  increased  demand  of  the  Poultry  Faclcing  Factory, 

No  particular  difficulty  in  maintaining  supplies  vras  experienced  during  the 
year  but  the  low  capacity  of  the  treatment  plant  compelled  us  to  pump  considerable 
quantities  of  untreated  water  which  resulted  in  discoloirration  at  times  of  peak 
demand.  At  the  time  of  v/riting  this  report  the  position  has  been  considerably 
improved  by  the  commissioning  of  the  new  plant  at  the  Rushall  ''Yaterworks  but  so 
maixy  difficulties  with  it  have  been  experienced  that  we  are  not  yet  obtaining  the 
quality  of  water  which  the  plant  should  be  capable  of  delivering.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  manufacturers  are  able  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  very  near  future. 

Appendix  II. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  untreated  water  from  the  Rushall  Water- 
works remained  unchanged,  the  hardness  being  approximately  30^  Clark, 

Chlorination  has  been  continued  vd-th  a viev/  to  maintaining  a residual 
chlorine  availability  in  the  mains  of  one  part  in  ten  millions. 

Appendices  III  & IV. 

Only  a small  programme  of  mains  extensions  was  undertaken  in  1958,  it 
comprising  the  laying  of  small  diameter  polythene  mains  to  serve  small  isolated 
groups  of  dwellings  which  it  would  otherwise  be  uneconomical  to  serve,  A further 
22  properties  were  served  during  the  year  and  168  miles  of  main  were  in  service 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Appendices  V & VI. 

A further  8 Council  dwellings  were  afforded  a mains  water  supply  during 
the  year  and  of  a total  of  I5OI  dwellings  oTmed  by  the  Council  only  18  remained 
without  a supply.  Since  the  end  of  the  year  6 further  dwellings  have  been  given 
supply  from  the  Billingford  extension  and  the  remaining  12  dvollings  v/ill  obtain 
“aT  supply  from  the  schemes  now  under  construction. 


,(2)  ^ ^ ; . 

Appendix  VII. 

It  vd.ll  be  seen  that  81.  A of  the  population  in  the  statutory  area  now 
have  a mains  water  supply.  This  is'  an  extremely  fine  record  of  which  the  Council 
can  be  justly  proud. 

Appendix  VIII. 

Some  details  of  the  routine  work  of  the  water  suijply  section  of  my 
Department  eire  given  in  Appendix  'VIII. 

The  number  of  connections  to  existing  mains  v;as  9 more  than  in  1957.  Tbe 
number  of  fractures  of  water  mains  increased  from  1A  to  18  and  of  services  from  13 
to  22. 


The  number  of  water  meters  repaired  at  Rushall  decreased  from  A2  to  3A» 
Appendix  IX. 

The  financial  statistics  given  are  estimates  only  since  the  actua.l  figures 
are  hot  available  until  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 

PiJlT  HI  - SEWAGE  DISPOS;iL. 

DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF  SCH£liBS. 

(i)  Scole  Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  second  stage  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  parish  which  comprised  the 
laying  of  sewers  to  serve  the  private  dwellings,  the  provision  of  free  sev/er 
connections  and  the  re-connection  of  properties  from  an  old  to  the  new  sewer  'vvas 
completed  in  1958, 

( ii)  Hdrleston  Disposal  Works. 

The  enlargement  of  those  heavily  overloaded  Disposal.  Works  was  carried  out 
during  the  year, 

(iii)  Alburgh  Sewerage  Scheme. 

A scheme  for  the  serving  of  psurt  of  this  parish  ‘was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval, 

FUTURE  SCHEIviES, 

(i)  Earsham  Sewerage  Scheme. 

' A scheme  for  the  serving  of  this  parish  was  in  course  of  preparation  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  plans  have  been  approved 
by  the  Housing,  Yifater  and  Sewerage  Committee  and  they  will  shortly  be  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval, 

( ii)  Schemes  for  Brockdish,  P\iLham  Market,  Fulham  St,  Mary, 

Outline  schemes  for  .these  parishes  are  in  course  of  preparation. 

Appendix  X. 

Appendix  X gives  details  of  the  samples  of  the  effluents  from  the  works 
v/hich  were  taken  and  analysed  by  my  Staff, 
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PART  IV  - HOUSING.  , ' , 

Housing  Programme. 

No  dwellings  virere  erected  by  the  Counril  in  1958. 

Housing  Site  Sewerage  Schemes. 

( a)  Design  of  Schemes^ 

The  foll©Vid.ng  schemes  were  designed  during  the  year  and  the  current  progress 
position  is  as  indicated 

(i)  G-issing,  Common  Road  - Work  Completed, 

(ii)  Tivetshall  St,  lllsjry.  Rectory  Road  - Work  Completed, 

(iii)  Wacton,  Hall  Lane  - Yifork  in  Progress. 

(iv)  Burston,  Housing  Sites  - Tender  Accepted. 

(■c)  Porncett  St,  Peter,  Mill  Road  - Scheme  being  prepared. 

(b)  Analyses. 

Appendix  XI  gives  details  of  the  samples  of  effluents  taken  from  Housing 
Site  Disposal  Works, 

PMT  V - HOUSING  REP/iERS. 

Complaints  Received  and  Repairs  Carried  Out, 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  \mder  repair  - I50I 

Nii.  of  Jobbing  Repairs  carried  out  - 2565 

Average  No.  per  d’-relling  - 1,71 

No,  of  Complaints  received  ~ 2897 

‘ It  will  be  seen  that  332  more  complaints  were  received  than  repairs  vrere 

carried  out.  If  one  takes  into  account  the  time  lost  through  holidays  there  are 

49  working  weeks  in  a year  and  thus  the  deficiency  represents  approximately  7 weeks 

work  for  the  staff. 

At  the  present  time  this  position  does  not  appear  to  be  unreasonable  but 
since  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  decline  in  the  number  of  complaints  being  made 
the  future  position  T/ill  need  to  be  watched  with  care. 

External  Painting, 

No.  of  dwellings  painted  - 108 

Total  Cost  - £2328. 

Average  cost  per  dv/elling  - £21,  11s,  Id, 

The  position  is  rather  disturbing  since  if  the  present  scale  of  programme 
is  proceeded  v/ith  each  house  will  only  be  painted  once  in  I4  years.  If  we  are  to 
achieve  an  8 year  programme  it  y/ill  be  necessaiy  for  us  to  decorn.tc  an  addi'fcional 
80  houses  a year.  This  can  be  done  either  by  employing  additional  seasonal  painters 
or  by  placing  contracts  vd.th  private  firms. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  beebetter  to  revert  to  the  policy  which  existed  until 
1953  of  employing  additional  painters  for  the  season,  and  consideration  to  this 
should  now  be  given  by  the  Estates  Management  Committee, 

Internal  Re-decorations,  ?? 


70  dwellings  were  inspected  upon  the  change  of  tenanq/  and  it  was  necessary 
to  partially  re-decorate  11  of  these  houses  by  the  Council's  staff  at  a cost  of 
approximately  £380.  Materials  were  issued  to  the  tenants  of  the  remainijig  59  houses 
at  a cost  of  £36,  9s,  Od, 


(4) 


I feel  that  the  proportion  of  badly  decorated  houses  v/hich  have  to  receive 
attention  by  the  Council' s staff  is  too  high  and  it  is'  to  be  hoped  that  our  routine 
inspections  will  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  general  standard  of  decoration  thus 
making  it  possible  for  more  houses  to  bo  decorated  by  tenants  themselves. 


Vehicles. 


(a)  Mileages, 


GXX 
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523 
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MG 
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11,798 

Mies  until  taken  out  of  service  in 
August, 

" since  purchase  in  September, 

11 

11 


(b)  general  Position.  The  folloMng  difficulties  have  been  experienced 
during  the  last  year  which  I feel  could  be  overcome  by  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  vehicle  : - 


(i)  Minor  plumbing  repairs  could  be  carried  out  by  the  Storekeeper  thus 
leaving  the  Plumber  to  devote  his  viiole  time  to  the  major  items  of  repair  which  are 
constantly  on  the  increase.  Many  of  those  minor  repairs  can  be  regarded  as  being  of 
urgent  nature  but  delays  in  attending  to  them  have  occurred  because  of  the  inability 
of  one  man  to  keep  peace  with  the  volume  of  work, 

( ii)  Since  the  date  of  us  accepting  responsibility  for  .the  overhaul  and 
issueing  of  re-conditioned  cookers  we  ha.ve  encountered  transport  difficulties. 

Delays  have  occurred  whilst  waiting  for  a vehicle  to  become  available  and  in  many 
cases  we  Lave  been  compelled  to  use  the  largo,  vehicle  to  transport  a single  cooker, 

(iii)  In  many  cases  it  is  necessa.ry  to  transport  a carpenter  in  the  "large 
vehicle  v/hereas  the  work  could  be  'laore  economically  and  more  efficiently  carried  out 
if  a small  vehicle  was  available. 

For  part  of  the  year  we  v/ere  fortunate  in  having  a van  owned  by  the  Housing 
Repairs  Officer  available  which  was  used  for  much  of  the  work  rof erred  to  above. 

Since  this  van  has  not  been  available  to  us  the  difficulties  have  been  very  apparent. 

In  my  opinion  provision  should  be  made  in  next  year' s estimates  for  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  vehicle. 

Labour. 

The  following  staff  are  cn^loyed  on  Housing  Maintenance. 

2 Bricklayers 
2 Carpenters 
1 Plumber 
1 S torekeeper 
1 Lorry  Driver. 

1 Labourer 
A Painters. 

It  is  a dlsturning  fact  that  1502  hours  were  lost  through  sickness  during 
the  year,  V/e  did  employ  a temporary  Bricklayer  for  a65  hours  but  this  still  left 
a balance  of  1037  hours  lost  which  represents  approximately  6 months  Ivork  for  1 man. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  for  a small  department  to  absorb  a loss  of  this  nature  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  stcaff  enjoys  improved  health  in  the  future, 

Cos''~s,  X - 2 : 

In  considering  this  item  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  th.at  the  figures  given 
are  my  department's  oim  costing  only  and  such  work  as  ditching;  major  repairs  by 
Contractors,  etc.,  are  not  included  in  these  figui-es, 

(i)  Appendix  XII  gives  trade  costs  of  jobbing  and  electrical  repairs 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


(5) 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  £600  was  spent  on  electrical  repeiirs 
whereas  the  estimate  for  this  item  was  £l,iOO.  This  saving  is  consequent  upon  the 
decision  of  the  Council  that  as  from  last  June  tena.nts  should  he  responsible  for 
the  repairs  to  electric . cookers  and  the  staff  should  deal  vd.th  the  issueing  and 
testing  of  cockers.  In  fact  the  Housing  Repairs  Officer  has  not  only  dealt  with  these 
matters  hut  he  has  also  made  himself  s\ifficiently  versed  in  the  subject  that  he  has 
been  able  to  recondition  cookers  before  supplying  them  to  tenants,  and  this  has 
effected  a very  considerable  saving, 

I would  also  comment  upon  the  cost, of  plumbing  repairs.  Heavy  expense  has 
been  incurred  during  the  year  in  cleaning  out  hot  water  systems  which  have  become 
furred  up,  particularly  in  those  areas  which  at  one  time  were  served  from  housing 
site  water  schemes,  Vi/'e  have  tackled  this  problem*  in  recent  months  and  vre  have 
established  that  the  work  can  be  done  much  more  quickly  and  for  approximately  half 
the  cost  by  a proprietory  chemical  treatment.  As  each  system  is  cleaned  we  are  now 
placing  a certain  chemical  into  the  cold  water  storage  tank  Y/hich  it  is  claimed  will 
last  for  2 years  and  will  prevent  the  formation  of  any  further  deposit  in  the  pipes 
and  boilers,  I am  confident  that  a continu  ance  of  this  method  Yd.ll  effect  a 
worthwhile  economy, 

(ii)  Appendix  XIII  gives  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  types  of  dwellings. 

It  is  Yvorthy  to  note  that  the  post-war  houses  are  costing  more  to  ma.inta.in 
than  the  pre-war  houses.  This  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
additional  equipment  such  a.s  hot  ifixter  installations. 

We  have,  however,  had;  evidence  that  certain  major  repairs  to  the  pre-Y^ar 
houses  will  soon  be  required  and  I feel  that  we  should  be  wise  to  budget  for  this 
anticipated  futuire  expenditure. 

General  Observations, 

It  is  appajrent  that  the  Repairs  Fun.d  Contribution  is  almost  tota.lly  absorbed 
by  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  dwellings  and  the  number  of  repa.irs  required 
seems  to  be  ever  on  the  increase. 

There  care  a number  of  prohibitions  in 'the  "Conditions  of  Tenancy"  which  we 
endeavour  to  strictly  operate  but  one  often  has  the  feeling  that  even  in  matters  for 
which  we  are  responsible  there  are  some  minor  repairs  which  could  be  c.arried  out  by 
the  tenants  themselves.  Prom  our  individual  house  records  it  is  perfectly  a.pparent 
that  some  tenants,  in  fact,  do  a lot  for  themselves  wherea.s  other,  unfortunately, 
seem  to  be  content  to  pass  everything  to  us, 

I feel  that  somehow  some  scheme  needs  to  be  devised  of  bringing  realisation 
to  tenants  of  hoYv  closely  they  arc  involved- with  the  economics  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  houses,  and  I would  like  to  see  some  thought  given  to  this  problem. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  and  all  members 
of  the  Couincil  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  past  yesjr 
and  also  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  the  sux^port  and  assistance  they  have 
given  me, 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Engineer  & Surv^or, 


Monthly  Quantity  of  Water  Ccixsumcd  in  1 938. 
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Average  Daily  ^Consumpt ion  per  person  - 21.50  gallons, 
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Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analysis  Results. 


Chemcal  of  Untreated  Y/ater. 


I Site 

Chemical  ( 

parts  per  million) 

Total  Hardness 

Calcium  Hardness 

Magnesium  Hardness 

Chlorides 

Rushall 
[April  1959 

A'lO 

■ 390  ■ 



20 

— 

62 

' Chemical  of  Treated  Yfater. 


Site 

. 

Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Hardness 

Calciimi  Hardness  | Magnesium  Hardness 

Chlorides 

! 

i Rushall 
[April  1959 

113 

' 

93 

20 

58 

Bacteriological  Samples. 
(Taken  by  Public  Health  Dept) 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Mains  in, Service 

28 

nil. 

New  Mains  prior  to  being  pu-f: 
into  service 

6 

2 

1...  . - 

*Purther  chlorination  and  flushing  of  the  mains  was  carried  out  and  satisfactory 

samples  taken  in  both  cases. 


Appendix  III 

Y/ater  Main,  Fittings  and  Water  Towers  at  3'^st  Dec.  . 1938* 


Water  Mains 

Sluice 

Valves 

Hydrants 

Washouts 

Air 

Valves 

Water 

Towers 

Total  Storage 

Capacity. 

1 68  Mile* 

247 

593 

114 

241 

5 

580,000  gallons. 

J’ 


Appendix  IV 
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Vifater  Mains  Laid  in  1958 


Parish, 

Size  of 
Main 

Length 
of  Main 

Dwellings 

Supplied 

Metered 

Supplies. 

Hardwick 
(Harris  Green) 

1" 

111 

ti, 

2 

6.11 

0. 06 

0.03 

3 

- 

Wojjtwill 
(station  Road) 

' -lltl 

'4 

0.17 

3 

2 

Gissing 
(Bur»ton  Road) 

ill! 

'4 

0.26 

9 

- 

Long  Stratton 
(Hall  Lane) 

14-'’ 

0,21 

3 

1 

Pomcett 
(station  Area) 

0,11 

4 

1 

Roydon 

(Thetford  Road) 

3„ 

0.30 

- 

- 

“ Total 

- 

1 , 25  mile 

3 22 

4 1 

f 

This  main  was  laid  for  a private  housing  estate  and  taken  over  by  the  Coxmcil  on 
completion,  •• 


Appendix  V 


Cpuncil  Dwellings  Supplied  in  1958 


Parish 

Dwellings  Supplied 

Gissing 

8 

Appendix  VI 


Piped  Water  Supply  to  Council  Dwellings. 


N\jmber  of. 

dwellings. 

Dwellings  without  piped  supply 
Dwellings  with  piped  supply 

18 

1483 

^ . Total 

1501 

Appendix  VII 


(10) 

Fopulntian  Supplied  vidth  Mains  Yfater 


1 Number  cf  Dwellings  served 

i Metered 

j Estimated 

j Populatic 

{ of  Paris] 

j 

j 

Parish, 

i Direct  to 

1 Dwellings 

By  stand 
! pipe 

■ Total 

1 Supply 

j 

1 Population 
j served. 

Alibur^ 

104 

f 12 

• 116 

; 39 

! 334 

1 364 

Ashwellthorpe 

109 

i 23 

1 132 

1 i9 

-H-  ■ 

i 372 

H 

1 529 

'Asl  acton 

56 

6 

i 62 

1 11 

i ^ 

I 196 

1 259 

Bressingham 

155 

! 29 

1 184 

I 51 

I 556 

I 1 1 I - ■■  . , ■■  ■ 

1 745 

Brockdish 

109 

: 30 

! 139 

1 1 9 

1 407 

r ■ ' 

1 524 

Bunwell 

1 20 

! .190 

I 36 

I 523 

1 — ^ ^ — 

i 703 

Burston  ■ -■  ■ 

72 

I . 20'.  ■ 

1 

1 92 

I 24 

^ 305 

! 502 

Carleton  Rode 

123 

i . 20 

1 143 

i 38 

I 4S5 

1 571 

Denton 

80 

1 28 

1 108 

! 40 

I 316 

I 337 

Dicklehurgh. 

167 

1 . 21 

1 188 

T 

! 20 

541 

I 81^ 

Ear  sham 

142 

1 10 

1 

152 

j 25 

438 

1 606 

Porncett 

145 

: 26 

171 

i 

I 513 

■f  ■ ■ ■■  ■ ■ ■ ■ 

I 660 

Gissing 

64 

6 

1 70 

1 — 

1 12 

! 190 

I 260 

Hempnall 

20y 

1 30 

239 

1 

i 651  ■ 

P 676  

Long  Stratton 

279 

■ 38 

313 

r“ 

i 32 

1 808 

855 

Momingthorpe 

59 

12 

;71 

j 20 

j 241 

296 

Mo\alton  St.  Michael 

74 

10 

84 

1 15 

■ 236 

309 

Needham 

■-  j 

67 

8 

75 

i 

11 

! 205 

. 290 

Pulham  Market 

196 

.26 

222 

29 

697 

875 

Pulham  St,  Mary 

189 

18 

207 

hA 

1 

590 

682 

Redentiall  with 

Harleston 

— — - 

593 

80 

673 

42 

1 663 

1709 

Roydon 

147 

22 

I69 

15  ■ 

451 

585 

Scole 

281 

16 

297 

32.. 

954 

1088 

Shi^lfanger 

61 

6 

67 

12 

196 

263 

Stolton 

72 

5 

"V 

28 

— 

26I 



289 

Starston 

83  . ....  . 

6 

89 

. 25 

274 

393 

Taco  Ines  ton 

IP 

12 

90 

15 

265 

306 

Tasburgh 

100 

8 

108 

14 

■301  ••• 

305 

Thar s ton 

80 

20 

100 

— 

20 

, .341  i 

416 

Tibenham  j 

117  I 

2 

357  1 

454 

flvetshall  St,  Margaret  j 

. 49  i 

9 

58  j 

.8  i 

f 

179 

311 

J 

Tivetshall  St,  Mary 

49  i 

11 

60  i 

. • .-8 

181 

238 

Wacton  I 

1 

40  I 

12 

52 

18 

151 

189 

f 

V7infarthing  j 

103 

10  I 

113 

37 

347 

387 

Wortwell  j 

99 

16 

1 15 

13 

316 

341 

I 

Diss  Heywood  j 

i 

29  ! 

6 

35 

18 

101 

113 

Totals 

f 

6J4 

5180 

891 

14882 

18274 

As  at  31st  Dec,,  1957  i 

4459  1 

634 

5093 

851 

14634 

18274 

increase  in  ^958  1 

87  f 

AC  ^ 

. . 

87 

.40....  J 

248 

— 

Population  of  Statutory  urea.  18,274  Sstiinated  Population  -with  piped  supply  14,882 

Percentage  of  Total  Population  with  piped  supply  61,4 
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Routine  V/ork  of  Department. 


(i) "  Mains  Tappings. 

69  Mains  tappings  were  made  to  proviA®  new  connections  to  existing  mains, 

( ii)  Mains  Fractures. 

1 8 Vvater  main. fractures  and  22  service  pipe  fractures  were  pepaired  in  1958» 

( iii)  Routine  Inspections. 

196  Inspections  of  private  installations  were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  Council’ s Hegulations, 

( iv)  Repair  of  Y/ater  Meters. 

34  T»’ater  meters  v/ere  repaired  at  Rushall. 

Appendix  IX. 


Financial  Statistics. 


(i). 

Total  Capital  Expenditure 

£562,000 

Ui) 

Estimated  Revenue  Expenditure 
(inclusive  ©f  running  costs,  loan 

(iii) 

charges  etc. , ) 

£39,200 

Estimated  Revenue. 

£18,100 

Appendix  X 


Effluent  Samples  from  Public  Health  Sewage  Disposal  Vforks. 


Name  of  vVorks. 

_Date. 

{ ' ' " “ “ ■ J 

j 

i Result  of  /uialysis 

' 14.  2.  58. 

I Very  Good, 

Dickleburgh 

4.11.  58. 

• 

I 

Good, 

i 

Harleston 

14.  2.  58 
• 

J 

I Satisfactory, 

5..11.  58 

Rdasonahly  Satisfactory, 

Hempnall 

12.’  2.  "58 

i 

Very  Good, 

. 

27.' 10.  -58 

Very  Good, 

17.’  2.  58 

Good, 

Long  Stratton, 

31.10.  58 

Satisfactory, 

■■  ■ 

Scole  ■ 

14.  2. '58  , 

Satisfactory, 

■ 

1 

! 

4.11..  59  ■ 

Satisfactory. 

■ - . — ... 
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Effluent  Samples  from  Housing  Sites  Sevifage  Dispcsal  ¥orks. 


Name  of  Works, 

; 

Date, 

Res\ilt  of  /jialysis. 

Bressingham  Common, 

17.  2.  58. 

Satisfactory, 

1 

5.  11.  58. 

Very  Good, 

1 Bressingham  School. 

17.  2.  58. 

Good. 

' 

29.  10.  58. 

Good,  • t.  , 

Brockdish, 

14.  2.  58. 

Poor, 

17.  3.  58. 

Good, 

4.  11.  58. 

Reasonably  Satisfactory. 

Bxinvvell, 

12.  2.  58. 

Very  G'ood, 

... 

31.  10.  58. 

Satisfactory. 

Carle  ton  Node, 

12.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

30.  10.  58. 

Good. 

Persfield. 

17.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

28.  10.  58-^- 

Very  Good. 

Porncett  St.  Peter, 

13.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

1 

CO 

• 

o 

^ 1 

• 1 

Good, 

Frit  ton. 

— 

12.  2.  58. 

Satisfactory, 

L_ 

3.  11.  58. 

Satisfactory, 

Gissing, 

29.  10.  58. 

G.od. 

Pulham  Market, 

14.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

5.  11.  58. 

_ 

Very  Good, 

Pulham  St,  Mary, 

19.  2.  58. 

Good, 

5.  11.  58. 

Reasonably  Satisfactory, 

Roydon, 

20.  2.  58. 

Bad, 

17.  3.  58.  . 

G .o>d. 

1 . 

29.  10.  58. 

Very  Good, 

1 

Tacolneston, 

12.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

31.  10.  58.  • 

Good, 

Tasburgh. 

17.  2.  58; 

Bad, 

’ 

18.  3.  58. 

Good.* 

■ 

3.  11.  58.  - 

Satisfactory, 

Tharston  - Chequers  Road, 

20.  2.  58. 

Good, 

6,  11,  58. 

Satisfactory, 

. 

i Tharston  --  Porncett  Road. 

20.  2.  58.  ■ 

Very  Good, 

1 

1 

6.  11.  58, 

Very  Go.^d, 

• Tharston  - Highfiolds, 

21.  2.  58.’ 

Very  Good, 

i 

6.  11. ‘58. 

Very  Good, 

j Thorpe'  Abbotts, 

14.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

! 

30.'  10.  58. 

Good, 

i Tibenham, 

13.  2.  58. 

Very  Good, 

1 

29.  10.  58. 

Very  Good, 

Tivetshall. 

TV,  2.  58. 

ir'oor. 

! 

17.  3.  58. 

Satisfactoiy, 

27.  10.  58. 

Very  Good, 

Tivetshall  Nr,  Star, 

13.  2.  58. 

Satisfactory, 

4.  11.  58. 

! 

Satisfactory. 

' Wcrtwell, 

12.  2.  58.  I 

Very  Go.d,  i 

L„- 

10.  11.  58.  I 

Good, 

(13) 


Appendix  XII, 


Cost  of  Repairs  to  Council  Dv/ellings  by  Trades. 


Trade, 

No,  of 
dwellings  ^ 

Total 

Cost 

. 

' “ 1 

Avera.ge  cost 
per  dwelling 

Bricklayer 

1501 

£3795. 

5. 

0, 

• 

0 

• 

C\J 

7. 

Plxjmber 

1501 

2557. 

10. 

0. 

1.  14. 

1. 

External 

Decorations 

1501 

2268, 

0. 

0. 

1.  10, 

2, 

Csirpenter 

1501 

: 

1501 

2134. 

5. 

0. 

1.  8, 

5. 

Issues  to 

Tenants 

'W1 

0 

03 

• 

10, 

0. 

6. 

9. 

Internal 

Decorations 

1501 

380, 

0, 

0. 

5. 

1. 

i Paths,  Pences, 
Dra.ins, 

1501 

276, 

5. 

0. 

3. 

8, 

Electric 

Cookers, 

1501 

442, 

11. 

6. 

5. 

10. 

Wiring  & 
Washhoilers, 

1501 

1^. 

8. 

0. 

2, 

3. 

1 Total 

1501 

! £12529. 

14. 

6. 

£8.  6. 

11. 



Appendix  XIII « 


Relative  Costs  for  Repairing  Dwellings, 


Nature  of 
dv/ellings 

No,  of 
dwellings 

Total 

Cos't 

Average  cost 
per  dwelling 

Pre-war  Houses 

» 584 

£5074.  13.  8, 

03 

• 

• 

• 

Post-war  Houses 

630 

5809.  13.  10. 

9.  4.  5. 

Bungalows, 

249 

1238.  19.  5. 

4.  19.  6. 

Hutments, 

1 

38  j 

406.  7.  7. 

10.  13.  10|-, 

Total 

fc==  4 - 

1501  1 

£12529.  14.  6, 

£8.  6.  11. 

